
 

President’s Message 

Marion Stewart 
 

 

 
,         
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beaver Valley Probus Club 

The Grapevine for May 2019 

 

 

Volume 19, Issue 5 

E-mail address: beavervalleyprobus@beavervalleyprobus.com        Web-Site: www.beavervalleyprobus.com 
  

 Box 148, Clarksburg, Ontario N0H 1J0 

 

Current Activities 
by Convener Rick Leclair 

(Details) 
Backroads Cycling 

Book Club one 
Book club two 

Book club three 
Book club four 

Books Exchange 
Canoeing and Kayaking 

Casual Dining 
Computer Group 
Cooking Together 
Country Cruisers 

Cue Sports 
Digital Photography 
Dining around town 

Dining with Flair 
Euchre 

Euchre 2 
Hiking 

Marsh Street artists 
Nordic Pole Walking 

Pottery 
Recreational Cycling 

Romeos 
Scrabble 

Singles Gourmet 
Ski Legends 

Snowshoeing 
Stitch & Bitch Crafts 

Support Group 
Travel 

Wood Carving  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activity groups are self sustained. 
Participate – Volunteer 

But  above all - have fun and enjoy 

 
 
 

 

It is pretty exciting to be part of Beaver Valley Probus – you 

just needed to be there at the Activities Fair this April.  The 

Community Centre was filled with tables laden with information 

about all our various groups and sign up sheets for any new 

ideas that anyone may have had along the way.  The spring 

flowers added a special touch of colour.  I think we will make 

April the Activity Fair month from now on – everyone anxious 

to get out there and make the most of spring. 

 

 

Calendar of Events 
17 June, 2019  Golf Tournament 

9 July, 2019  Annual Picnic and Bocce Tournament 

22 August, 2019 Theatre outing- Shear Madness 

5 September, 2019 Lady Muskoka Tour 

10 October, 2019 Theatre outing - Stratford 

10 December, 2019 Christmas Lunch 

 

Aga Khan Museum – Wednesday May 29, 2019 
Due to the lack of participation, the visit to the Aga Khan museum has been cancelled. 
Stella Zahradnik 
 

I had many conversations during the afternoon with both “old” and new 

Members – there is something for everyone – just try it out and find your fit.  If 

you were unable to attend the Fair, you can always contact the activity group 

leaders listed in our Directory. 

The Newsletter offers up-to-date information as well, on what is coming up in 

terms of events.  Be sure to read to the end – Pat Wright, our Past President, 

offers “The Last Word”. 

Just to continue on with my short history of Probus.  Bob MacNair, our District 

Director tells the story of Bud Crookes, a Rotarian from Collingwood, who on a 

visit to Australia & New Zealand was intrigued by this new concept of Probus.  

Bud brought the idea back to Collingwood.  In 1987 the Collingwood Club was 

formed, the fourth in Canada after Cambridge, White Rock and Burlington.  

Bud, a Rotarian, was impressed with the idea that “you don’t have to sell 

tickets” or fundraise – just enjoy being with others.  This first club was formed 

and very quickly grew to 45 members and of course the rest is history.  

Personally, Bud Crookes cornered us when we first moved to the area 

emphasizing the value of Probus – we joined.  After 32 years we now have 15 

Clubs in our local District with Beaver Valley Probus leading the pack with 600 

members.  

We have Bud Crookes to thank for his insight and initiative.  Bud died this April 

at the age of 95.  What a legacy!  

 

mailto:beavervalleyprobus@beavervalleyprobus.com
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/club-activities.cfm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity Group Updates 

 
GEORGIAN PROBUS TRAVEL GROUP: 

Trip 1    PEI and Magdalen Islands 18-30 August by bus.  This trip needs more people to sign up!  Please call Pat at 
705-484-5072 as soon as possible. 
Trip 2    Islands and Highlands of Scotland. 10-25 May 2020. This trip is filling up nicely.  Contact Gloria 705-429-
9455 to register, or for the flyer. 
Trip 3 Iceland, 1 week in late September or early October.  This trip will focus on WELLNESS, and will require a 
certain fitness level.  It includes some tours, breakfasts, overnights in Reykjavik and Hverageroi, and yoga at hot 
springs.  There will be morning hikes and meditation, and a glacier walk with crampons.  Travel will be by van, 
escorted by an expert.  The cost is about 3600 CAD.  It will be a small group.  If interested, call Erika at 800-561-
8677. 
Trip 4 Oberammergau summer of 2020.  This wonderful experience is being set up by Peter Sharpe.  Please call 
Ian at 705-445-8033 for referral to Peter’s programme. 
    Gloria Thompson 

 

SKI LEGENDS: Ski season in Collingwood is over for another year and all Ski Legend activities have been 
completed.  The planning for next year is being carried out now, especially the Social Events and the Ski Trips.  It 
looks like you will have to commit to the ski trips sooner, and with a deposit, if you want to go.  These trips will be 
offered earlier in the year and will fill up sooner as a result.  If you were a Ski Legend member this past year you 
should get emails keeping you informed of the trips that are being offered.  If you were not a member, but plan to 
become one so you can go on a trip next season, you need to print a membership form from our web page 
(www.probusskilegends.ca), and mail it in with your cheque. Then check our website every couple of weeks during 
the spring and summer.  When you see a trip you want to go on, sign up for it and get your deposit in as soon as 
possible - the trips will fill up quickly.  To go on one of our trips you have to be a Probus Member and a Ski Legends 
Member. It sounds like a lot of effort but it will be worth it.  
 In other business, Beaver Valley Probus is looking for a new Ski Legends Representative.  Your main job will be to 
attend Ski Legends Executive meetings about once a month, and report any information necessary to the ski legend 
members of Beaver Valley Probus at their next meeting.  If you are interested in the position but want more 
information about it, contact Louise Armstrong or Wilf Phillips. 

Louise Armstrong and Wilf Phillips 

 

HIKING: First off, many thanks to Rick and Vesna Leclair who did such a terrific job of organizing the Activities Fair 
last month!  We had lots of new sign-ups for our hiking group, and I’m looking forward to meeting you all out on the 
trails.  Our first hike of the year, weather permitting (surely the weather has to start permitting soon!) will be on the 
Margaret Paull Side Trail on May 16, led by Maureen Hussey.  With all this rain we’ve been having, the woods 
should be beautifully lush and green by then, and with luck, the trilliums may be out!  Hike details will be emailed to 
the group members.  If you would like to be added to our email list, let me know at probusbvhiking@outlook.com. 

Cynthia Sampson 

DINING AROUND TOWN: On Wednesday May 15 Dining around Town will be at Ted’s Range Road Diner in 
Meaford.  If interested in attending, phone and make a reservation for 6:30 pm. 
On Thursday June 6, we will be dining at Blue Mountain Golf and Country Club in Collingwood. 

Ann Parsons 

 

 

Lady Muskoka Tour 

A Millionaire’s Row Lunch Cruise is planned for Thursday September 5th.  Enjoy the No 1 ranked tour in Bracebridge. 

Discover the scenic shorelines of the Muskoka River and the majestic, grand summer homes of the world-famous 

Millionaire’s Row on Lake Muskoka while enjoying a meal by the award winning chef, David Friesen: choice of 

entrées - smoked chicken breast, fresh grilled rainbow trout, smoked pork loin or daily chef’s creation vegan entrée, 

served with salad, potatoes, grilled vegetables, dessert, coffee or tea. The lunch will be served in the on-board dining 

room as you sail past the unmatched vistas and spectacular cottage views. The cost of this tour is $96.00 which 

includes bus, tour and lunch. Sign up sheets will be at the back of the room at our May meeting. CHEQUES ONLY 

PLEASE. Those who signed up at the activity Fair please bring your cheques to the meeting. 
Stella Zahradnik 
 



 

  

Bocce @ The picnic July 9 at Rice’s Pond 

Note the date.  Once again Bocce is part of the Annual Beaver Valley Probus Picnic.  We are limited to 16 teams (of 

4) to compete for the coveted trophy, in annual competition since 2003 (one rain out).  There are four courts and 

each team plays three games. Take up the challenge, make up a team and join the fun.  

Registration will start at the May 28th Probus meeting.  Team Captains can register their team and pay the $10.00 

fee ($2.50 per person).  We will assist interested individuals to match with or make up a team whenever possible. 

 We are looking forward to a lovely warm July day - see you at the Picnic. 

 Ken Kelley and Peter Zahradnik  

 

 

 

Our Speaker on 28 May: Shannon Fry 
 

Community Pharmacy Services 
 

Shannon Fry is a local community member, and a University of Toronto graduate.  She 

has been staff pharmacist since 2005, and the owner of the business since 2009. 

She said that she was never going to be an owner! 

 

2019 Activity Fair 

 

Judging by the excellent turn out and the high energy in the room on “Fair Day”, the event appears to have been a 

success. Not only was interest strong in our established activities, the proposed new activity groups 

(Paddleboarding, Computers, Explorators Cycling and Saturday Social Cruisers (cycling) were very popular.  

 

My sincere thanks to all of our Coordinators and their support teams for participating in this year’s Activity Fair. This 

event and the amazing roster of activities we enjoy is made possible through the time, effort and energy they share 

with the Club as Activity Coordinators. Special thanks also to Kathie O’Malley for all her assistance with the Fair. 

Thirty “plus” activity groups keep us active and engaged. How great is that! 

Rick Leclair 

Annual Picnic and Bocce Tournament 
 

Our annual picnic and bocce tournament will be held on Tuesday July 9 at Rice’s Pond, located on 10th line, fire no. 

416266.  Bocce participants are to assemble at 2:30pm for a 3:00pm start.  Other activities will be considered. 

Dinner will begin at 5:30pm and will be catered by Roadrunner Foods.  The menu is 1⁄4 rotisserie chicken, OR 7 

ounce house-made brisket gourmet burger with garlic chili aioli on a pretzel bun, vegetarian burger upon request 

(contact Stella Zahradnik), mini roasted potatoes, traditional Caesar salad with house-made focaccia crisps, Grana 

Padano, pancetta crisps, Asian coleslaw, rolls with butter plus assorted local tarts.  Beverages are not included so 

bring your own.  Be sure to bring a lawn chair. There are some picnic tables available but you may want to bring your 

own table. The cost is $29.00 per person for members, guests are welcome at $39.00.   Sign up sheets will be at the 

back of the room at our May meeting. Please, no pets allowed. CHEQUES ONLY PLEASE. 

Stella Zahradnik 
 



       

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                

 

Grapevine Team 

Editor 
Chris Rickard 

Reporters 
Opportunities for you!  

Distribution 
Nancy Dixon 

Website Maintenance 
Nancy Dixon 
Cheryl Besley 

 
 

The Last Word 
Submitted by Past President Pat Wright 

 

Doing  what you like is freedom.  Liking what you do is happiness          
       Frank Tyger  
  

Anon. 
 

  

  

Support Group 

Do you know of a member who needs encouragement to get through a difficult 
period? 

Please do not hesitate to call Joan Uglow, who is the contact for May, or any 
one of the Management team. 

Lynn Corrigan 

The Master Gardener’s Corner 
Things to do in your garden each month taken from the Ontario Master Gardener Calendar by John Hethrington, Past 

President, Master Gardeners of Ontario. For more information, or your copy of the 11” x 17” calendar of the full 

year’s tips for a $1 contribution to Master Gardeners, call 519-599-5846. 

Lots of things to do in your garden in May, now that spring is finally here: 

 Clean up winter debris in the garden as soon as the soil is dry enough to work. Dig in manure or compost around 
perennials and shrubs and weed well.  An extra hour weeding now will save 3 later in the summer. Use a line to cut sharp 
straight edges for your beds, or for curved edges, run hot water through a hose to soften it up and lay out a smooth curve. 
Watch you don’t chop the hose. 

 Take colour pictures of your spring bulbs in the gardens so you will know where they are when you plant more bulbs in 
the fall.  

 Plan to plant early blooming bulbs like snowdrops and crocus in the fall at places close to where you come in and out of 
the house. You will be greeted by early colour next spring.   

 Add 3” to 4’” of mulch to flower beds and shrubs to conserve moisture. Shredded cedar bark is best, but expensive. Try 
13 Forty Landscape Supplies for 2 or 3 kinds of mulch. Good prices. 519-599-1340. 

 Don’t walk on or roll lawns that are still full of water. It compacts the soil. 

 If already compacted, rent an aerator and dig plugs out of the lawn. Let the plugs dry and rake them into the lawn as a top 
dressing. Add grass seed to bare patches. 

 When dry, rake lawns vigorously to remove dead grass and thatch. 

 Spread weed-free topsoil on patches in your lawn. Apply grass seed, roll and water. Keep seed moist, but don’t flood. 

 Prepare containers and pots and fill with a mixture of compost and potting soil. Be creative in plant choice.  Mixtures of 
plants such as herbs, perennials and annuals can be quite successful as long as they have the same sun and water 
requirements. 

 If you have very big or deep pots or planters, put some empty plastic water bottles in the bottom of the pot to take up 
space the roots will never get to. It makes the planter or pot lighter and easier to move, if needed. 

 Pot up your extra perennials for spring plant sales at least 2 weeks before the sale. Use your best compost, not garden 
soil. Add plant labels with name (botanical, if possible), colour, sun exposure, height, bloom time, etc. Water well and 
keep in the shade. 

 Harden-off seedlings for at least a week before planting. Find the last frost date for your area and allow at least 2 weeks 
more before planting tender transplants such as tomatoes and corn. This year, probably into early June. 

 Plant beans directly into the garden as they quickly germinate and will grow as long as the soil is warm. Maybe mid-May 
this year. 

 Install peony rings before the plants start to grow. 

 Monitor for the presence of slugs, cutworms, earwigs and tent caterpillars.  

 Control weeds in the lawn by hand pulling. Use nematodes to control grubs which eat the grass roots leading to brown 
patches in the lawn in summer. 

 Prune roses according to type.  

 Dead head faded tulips and daffodils and other spring bulbs but do not cut or pull the leaves out until they are brown 
and decayed. 

 If you have any fritillaries or Asian lilies (day lilies are beetle free), now is the time to watch for the red lily beetle (adult, 
larva and eggs). So far, removal by hand is the best and only way to reduce the problem.  

 


