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Current Activities 
by Convener Rick Leclair 

(Details) 
Backroads Cycling 

Book Club one 
Book club two 

Book club three 
Book club four 

Books Exchange 
Canoeing and Kayaking 

Casual Dining 
Cooking Together 
Country Cruisers 

Cue Sports 
Digital Photography 
Dining around town 

Dining with Flair 
Euchre 

Euchre 2 
Hiking 

Marsh Street artists 
Nordic Pole Walking 

Pottery 
Recreational Cycling 

Romeos 
Scrabble 

Singles Gourmet 
Ski Legends 

Snowshoeing 
Stitch & Bitch Crafts 

Support Group 
Travel 

Wood Carving  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activity groups are self sustained. 
Participate – Volunteer 

But  above all - have fun and enjoy 

 
 
 

 

“Please be advised that all 
events and activities of the 

Beaver Valley Probus Club are 
organized for the benefit and 

enjoyment of its Members. 
Individuals who participate do 

so at their own risk and are 
responsible for their own 

safety”. 

 

This year the Activities Fair will be held on April 23rd.  

The Fair is where everyone can learn about and sign up 

for various activities and events that are all part of our 

Beaver Valley Probus Club.  The Coordinators sitting 

behind the various tables can fill you in on details and 

answer any questions.  The fair is must for everyone, 

especially new Members who are just getting to know 

how active we are and what we have to offer. We will 

also have a table for new suggestions – perhaps you would like to head up an 

activity or plan a different event yourself.   

I had a conversation with someone a few weeks ago – a fairly new Member –who 

said they had lived in the community for over 5 years and never heard of Probus.  

Where have they been?  Our Beaver Valley Probus is the largest in Canada with 

600 Members.  Probus was founded in 1965 and sponsored by Rotary.  It was a 

Rotarian that told me about Probus many years ago.  Personally, my fellow Probus 

Members are some of my closest friends – we have fun together, eat together and 

hike those trails.  I’m sure everyone has a favourite activity, and can say the same 

about their friendships.   

We are all about connection.  Get involved with as much enthusiasm as you wish.  

The Management Board is there to direct the wishes of the Members and provide 

structure.  We increased the size of the Board last year to allow for getting away 

on vacation, follow the sun or taking time for other commitments.  Other Clubs 

have very large Committees – even Co Presidents – to lessen the responsibility on 

any one person.  Please consider putting your name forward. 

This April Newsletter will bring forth Spring.  Can Summer be far behind?  Make 

the most of each Event and take part.  The Summer begins with the Aga Khan 

Museum trip and then the Picnic and Bocce Tournament in July.  See you 

around!!! 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

1 May, 2019  Nottawasaga Model Railway tour 
29 May, 2019  Aga Khan Museum visit 

17 June, 2019  Golf Tournament 

9 July, 2019  Annual Picnic and Bocce Tournament 

22 August, 2019 Theatre outing- Shear Madness 

10 October, 2019 Theatre outing - Stratford 

10 December, 2019 Christmas Lunch 

 

mailto:beavervalleyprobus@beavervalleyprobus.com
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/club-activities.cfm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity Group Updates 

 
GEORGIAN PROBUS TRAVEL GROUP: Some adjustments have been made to our next 3 trips.  If you are interested, 

please contact the leads and register yourself. 

Trip 1    PEI and Magdalen Islands 18-30 August by bus.  Lots and lots of extras included. The tour does not enter 

the USA.  Call Pat at Muskoka Travel 800-563-1885 

Trip 2    New Zealand 4-17 Nov 2019. Very inclusive programme, lots of extras and specials. The space is very, very 

limited.  Contact Erika ASAP 800-561-8677 

Trip 3    Islands and Highlands of Scotland. 10-25 May 2020. Contact Gloria 705-429-9455. This was moved back 

one year, due to the late release of the trip details. 

    Gloria Thompson 

 

SKI LEGENDS: The winter of 2018 -2019 is almost over. Ski season is winding down, with most slopes around 

Collingwood in good condition. Many of them have a reasonable depth of snow on top with a layer of bullet proof ice 

underneath, from our many thaws and freezes during the ski season. The trips to Aspen and Sun Peaks both had 

incredible snow conditions and the late season trip to Tremblant had very good conditions. All our ski and social 

events are finished for this season. Please remember to check our web page throughout the spring and summer and 

read your emails so you will not miss out on signing up for the trip you want to take part in next season. 

Louise Armstrong and Wilf Phillips 

 

HIKING:    It’s Spring..... Let There Be Hiking! 

We had a great hiking season last year, and after a loooonnnggg winter we’re all looking forward to getting back out 

on our area’s beautiful trails. Our goal is to have a hike scheduled every week throughout the season. The actual day 

and location varies each week, as both are chosen by that week’s hike leader according to his or her own schedule 

and preference. Information will be available at the Activities Fair in April, including a sign-up sheet for those who 

would like to be added to our mailing list. In the meantime, if you have any questions or would like to have your name 

added earlier, please just let us know at probusbvhiking@outlook.com. Hope to see you on the trails! 

Cynthia Sampson 

ROMEOS: This group is proving to be popular with my fellow Romeos with an average of 15 turning up for our 

lunches.  We even had a good turnout in February during a snow storm. I will be at a table for our Activities Fair 

meeting in April. 

   Bill McMurray 

NORDIC POLE WALKING: Nordic Pole Walking will start as soon as the weather warms up. 

The group walks on Tuesday mornings for 1 hour starting at 9:30. 

   Nancy Hart 

 

POTTERY GROUP: Join us at the activity fair to see unique techniques, and pottery creations by our own Probus 
members.  Join in to see what you can create. 
 

Annual Golf Tournament 
The tournament is scheduled for Monday June, 17th at Shelburne Golf Club.  The cost is only $72, which includes 

coffee and sweets in the morning, 18 holes of golf with a cart, followed by lunch and prizes. 

Gary Lamont 

 

.50/50 Draw 

The winners at the February 26th meeting were Nancy Dickinson and Ann Parsons. 
 

mailto:probusbvhiking@outlook.com


 

  

Renowned Garden Speaker Paul Zammit to  address a Joint Probus Garden Group/599 Garden 
Club Meeting, Thursday April 11th @ the Beaver Valley Community Centre @ 7pm 
 

The former Probus Garden Group is co-sponsoring a one-time FREE horticultural presentation by Paul Zammit, 

Canada’s most dynamic and energetic garden speaker. Paul Zammit is the Nancy Eaton Director of Horticulture at 

the Toronto Botanical Gardens and a graduate of Guelph University. He is a regular speaker at garden clubs and 

horticultural trade shows, inspiring audiences across Canada and the United States. In recent years, Paul has also 

presented in Germany, Switzerland and Bermuda. He has appeared on both on television and in print.  

If you don’t have a ticket yet, turn up anyway with your 2019 Probus Badge and check in at the registration 

desk. Bring a guest. It’s only $5 for non-Probus guests. 

For more information about Paul, go to www.paulzammit.ca or about the meeting, call John Hethrington. 

 

Your New Membership Directory & What to do with the old one 
 
The new Membership Directory is now available for pick-up at the meetings.  

This bright yellow roster is your connection to all the BVPC members, directors and activity leaders.  It also includes 

contact information that should be kept for BVPC purposes only. 

 Keeping that in mind, we request that all the old directories be destroyed (burned or shredded) to maintain the 

privacy of our members. 

If you happen to notice a discrepancy in the directory, please let us know to correct for the next one. 

Vicki & Terry Kellar, Membership Chairs 

 

Aga Khan Museum – Wednesday May 29, 2019 

This is the first museum in North America dedicated to the arts of Muslim civilizations. This year the combined tour 

features the new exhibition called “The Moon: A Voyage Through Time” celebrating the 50th anniversary of the first 

human steps on the moon by discovering the wonder, knowledge and beauty the moon has inspired through the 

ages, as well as the Architectural tour which focuses on the inspiration behind the architectural features of the 

building, designed by Fumihiko Maki.  It features both traditional and contemporary elements of Islamic 

architecture.  The cost is $63 per person which includes bus, admission and the combined tour.  Lunch is not 

included.  There are only 24 spots available.  There is a café and the Diwan Restaurant on the premises.  

Reservations are necessary for the Diwan.  Check the website https://diwan.agakhanmuseum.org/.  Sign up sheets 

at the Activity Fair. Cheques only please. 

Stella Zahradnik 

2019 Activities Fair 

Just a reminder that the 2019 Beaver Valley Probus Club Activities Fair takes place on Tuesday April 23rd at the 

Beaver Valley Community Centre from 1:30pm to 3:00 pm. This is a great opportunity to sign up to participate in 

one or many of the activities available to club members, as well as share any interest you may have in possible new 

activities.  Activity Coordinators for each of the groups will be on site and available to answer any questions you 

may have about each activity.  A listing of the current Activities available can be found in your copy of the 2019 

Membership Directory or on our web site: www.beavervalleyprobus.com.  We look forward to seeing everyone at 

the Activities Fair! 

Rick Leclair, Activities Convenor 
 

In Memoriam 
Barb Edwards passed away in late March, following an earlier stroke.  
Barb and her husband Milt were founding members of the BVPC. Recently she coordinated the Dining Around 
Town group, and she was very active in the community. Her personality and sense of humour will be missed. 
 

http://www.paulzammit.ca/
https://diwan.agakhanmuseum.org/
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/
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The Last Word 
Submitted by Past President Pat Wright 

 

Sometimes one creates a dynamic impression by saying something, 
and sometimes one creates as significant an impression by remaining 
silent.                 Dalai Lama 
   

Anon. 

  

  

Support Group 

Do you know of a member who needs encouragement to get through a difficult 
period? 

Please do not hesitate to call Sandy Macaulay, who is the contact for April, or 
any one of the Management team. 

Lynn Corrigan 

The Master Gardener’s Corner 
Things to do in your garden each month taken from the Ontario Master Gardener Calendar by John Hethrington, Past 

President, Master Gardeners of Ontario. For more information, or your copy of the 11” x 17” calendar of the full 

year’s tips for a $1 contribution to Master Gardeners, call 519-599-5846. 

Things to do in your garden in – April 2019: 

 Make sure you have done everything you were supposed to do on the March List. 

 Do stretch and bend exercises before you start in the garden.  I find skiing muscles have nothing to do with 

gardening muscles. Take it easy.  There are a lot of gardening days before the ski season comes again. 

 I hope you had a chance to spread 19-19-19 general purpose fertilizer over the snow on all your flower beds 

and shrub borders before the snow disappeared.  It melts down into the ground as the snow goes away.  It was 

available at the Co-Op in Markdale.  If you missed this, plan for next winter and buy the fertilizer this fall.  

You can still spread the triple 19 as long as it does not get on to the emerging plants, as it may burn them. 

 Organize your compost pile for the new season.  Start a new one with the top foot from last year’s pile. 

 As the weather warms and the ground dries, prune back perennials and ornamental grasses to 3” from the 

ground.  Put dead material on your new compost pile. Shred if possible. 

 Prepare garden beds for planting.  Dig in compost, and/or manure, and/or other organic material around each 

plant.  Remove any weeds that have come through from last fall. When you have cleaned up the beds, ADD 

3”TO 4” OF MULCH to control weeds this summer. 

 Remove rose protection.  For Hybrid Teas, Prune to 6” or 8”and apply dormant oil spray before the buds break. 

 Apply dormant oil spray to shrubs like euonymus that may have suffered from scale last year.  Do it before the 

buds break. 

 Treat birch trees against leaf miner, if you can find the pesticide to do it.  Try in the USA. 

 Prepare your vegetable garden and plant seeds of cool-weather vegetables like peas, spinach, lettuce, onions, 

beets and frost resistant annuals like larkspur, sweet peas and calendulas. 

 When dry, rake your lawn vigorously to remove thatch, repair damage with weed-free topsoil. Add grass seed 

to bare spots. Keep moist. 

 Fertilize your lawn with slow-release high nitrogen (the first of the 3 numbers) fertilizer. Slow release urea 

costs more, but it’s worth it. 

 Apply crabgrass pre-emergence herbicide to your lawn, if required. 

 When spring finally comes, plant trees, shrubs, perennials and biennials in your garden. No need to wait until 

May 24
th 

for perennials, that’s for annuals.  It may be the first week in June before you can get frost tender 

annuals into the ground. 

 Plant frost-resistant pansies NOW for a little spring colour. 

 Start mowing your lawn only as needed.  Keep it long. 

 Check out local garden shows. 

  


