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Current Activities 
by Convener Kathie O’Malley 

(Details) 
Backroads Cycling 

Book Club one 
Book club two 

Book club three 
Book club four 

Books Exchange 
Canoeing and Kayaking 

Casual Dining 
Cooking Together 
Country Cruisers 

Cue Sports 
Digital Photography 
Dining around town 

Dining with Flair 
Euchre 

Euchre 2 
Hiking 

Marsh Street artists 
Nordic Pole Walking 

Pottery 
Recreational Cycling 

Romeos 
Scrabble 

Singles Gourmet 
Ski Legends 

Snowshoeing 
Stitch & Bitch Crafts 

Support Group 
Travel 

Wood Carving  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activity groups are self sustained. 
Participate – Volunteer 

But  above all - have fun and enjoy 

 
 
 

 

“Please be advised that all 
events and activities of the 

Beaver Valley Probus Club are 
organized for the benefit and 

enjoyment of its Members. 
Individuals who participate do 

so at their own risk and are 
responsible for their own 

safety”. 

 

This is my first President’s Message and I wish to say a 

big ‘thank you’ to Pat Wright and John Dick, our Past 

Presidents, for their assistance in making this transition.   

Pat will remain on the Board and John & Jan will have a 

well deserved break to be able to travel more.  Barb 

Thompson, another cherished member, is also leaving 

our Board this year - although I do know where to find 

her for those pesky things like bylaws review and website 

 

 
updates. 
Nancy Dixon will be handling the Communications for us this year and Caroline 

Bacher is our new Vice President.  We are very fortunate to have such a strong 

Management Board.  We have increased the size of it this year as well, and also 

have two new Members at Large (and new members too!)  – Hank Bouwman and 

Martin Buscher.  There is no better way to get involved and make new friends than 

to participate.  Thanks for stepping up – there is a lot to do.  Pam Weaver joined 

our Board mid season last year as Co-Secretary. 

 

We welcome all our new members and hope they will be able to attend the New 

Members Luncheon before our regular meeting in March.  A personal Invitation 

has been sent to each new member.   Many thanks to Vicki and Terry Kellar for all 

their work, including our beautiful new membership directory.  I would encourage 

everyone to meet as many new members as possible and make them welcome.  

There will be a designation on their name badge so you will easily recognize them. 

The Activity Fair has been moved to April 23rd this year so that everyone 

(especially new members) can meet the coordinators and sign up for events and 

activities of interest. 

As Probus members, it is our intent to have fun meeting new people and trying 

new activities – golf, book clubs, hiking, dining, and 25 more to meet your fancy.  

Beaver Valley Probus is the largest Probus Club in Canada and possibly the world 

– let’s enjoy! 

 

 

Calendar of Events 
29 May, 2019  Aga Khan Museum visit 

9 July, 2019  Annual Picnic and Bocce Tournament 

22 August, 2019 Theatre outing- Shear Madness  

10 December, 2019 Christmas Lunch 

 

In Memoriam 
Keith Latimer, a member since 2003 passed away suddenly in January, 2019. 
 

mailto:beavervalleyprobus@beavervalleyprobus.com
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/club-activities.cfm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity Group Updates 

 
GEORGIAN PROBUS TRAVEL GROUP: Some adjustments have been made to our next 3 trips.  If you are interested, 

please contact the leads and register yourself. 

Trip 1    PEI and Magdalen Islands 18-30 August by bus.  Lots and lots of extras included. Call Pat at Muskoka 

Travel 800-563-1885 

Trip 2    New Zealand 4-17 Nov 2019. Very inclusive programme, lots of extras and specials. The space is very, very 

limited.  Contact Erika ASAP 800-561-8677 

Trip 3    Islands and Highlands of Scotland. 10-25 May 2020. Contact Gloria 705-429-9455. This was moved back 

one year, due to the late release of the trip details. 

    Gloria Thompson 

 

SKI LEGENDS: As you read this message, the Legends group will have over thirty skiers returning from a ski trip to 

Sun Peaks.  Based on previous years, I'm sure they will have had a great time.  A small group will be heading to 

Mont Tremblant later in March.  March 14th is our last Ski Day at a Private Club. This one is at Georgian Peaks, and 

is the sixth one of the season. All in all it has been a good ski season, with a lot of snow and many thaws. The local 

ski areas have done an excellent job of dealing with the up and down temperatures.  I hope all legend members 

have enjoyed the skiing and the various social events offered. We hope to see you all next year. 

Louise Armstrong and Wilf Phillips 

 
 

DINING WITH FLAIR: The February occasion was a treat for the 19 Probus members who dined at the homes of 

John Dick and Jan Reid, and also Al and Shellie Smith. ‘Dining with flair’ certainly describes our hosts’ abilities. You 

can tell they love to host.  Of course, guests contribute various dishes to complement the entrée, and that truly 

makes it a lovely evening without too much work on anyone’s part. 

Many thanks to our hosts and to those who signed up and contributed to a memorable evening of dining and 

cameraderie. There is no better way to meet new people than this. 

 

The next Dining with Flair evening will be March 28th.  Be sure to let Mary Bryant know if you are interested in joining 

us, and above all, put the Activity Fair date of 23 April on your calendar. 

   Debbie Catto 

 

DINING AROUND TOWN: In February we had a great dinner at Sizzlin Restaurant in Meaford.  Our next outing will 

be a Pub Night at Bridges in Thornbury on Tuesday, March 19th.  If interested in joining our group, please notify Ann 

Parsons. 

   Ann Parsons 

 

HIKING: Hiking is a great way to experience, explore and discover this great corner of the world we live in.  It's a fun 

way to keep fit, and to socialize with many of the other Probus members throughout the spring, summer and fall. 

 More details to follow in the April Grapevine and at the April Activities Fair, but for now, if you’d like to be added to 

our hiking email group or if you would like any additional information, please contact me 

at probusbvhiking@outlook.com.  If you think you might be interested in leading a hike or two or more..... even 

better! Hope to see you on the trails....... 

Cynthia Sampson 

SNOWSHOEING: We have had a great snowshoe season, with 6 outings which have been great  

fun and wonderful exercise. We are already planning for next season. 

   Joan Hammond 
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Our Speaker on March 26th: Brock Godfrey - The Canadian Anti-Fraud 

Centre, North Bay 

Mass Marketing Fraud and Cybercrime Awareness 

 

This is a fraud awareness presentation aimed at seniors, covering mass marketing fraud, 

identity theft, romance, and other scams – and how to avoid them.  Nearly 80 per cent of 

mass marketing fraud is conducted by organized crime groups, and is currently the 

second most common criminal activity funding terrorism. 

 

 

 

Brock took early retirement in 1993 from the Ontario Ministry of Education, after 30 years in education.  He 

joined PhoneBusters in 1997 as a Volunteer SeniorBuster.  He has been instrumental in educating the public 

and raising awareness of illegal mass marketing fraud and ID theft, which is clearly the most  successful and 

effective long-term strategy in reducing the number of fraud victims.  He occasionally calls victims to assist 

them, but mainly gives presentations such as this to service clubs, seniors and professional groups, across all 

of Southern Ontario, and from Maui to Tatamagouche, Nova Scotia.    

Brock received the Superintendent’s Award of Distinction from the RCMP for his work in making Canadian Anti-

Fraud Centre presentations about this topic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stratford 2019 

Come and enjoy Billy Elliot the Musical at the Festival Theatre in Stratford on Thursday Oct 10, 2019, 2:00pm 

matinee.  Music by Elton John.  Dreams don’t come easy in the hardscrabble mining town, riven by a bitter national 

strike, where eleven year old Billy lives with his bereaved family.  But Billy’s discovery of his talent for dance 

awakens in him a passion that will transform his life and win the hearts of his whole community.  The cost is $110 

which includes theatre, bus and lunch at Anna Mae’s in Millbank.  A wait list has been started. 

Stella Zahradnik 
 

Activities Fair 

This year's Activities Fair will be held in April, rather than March.  We hope this change will give members who are 

usually away for the winter the opportunity to attend. 

Kathie O’Malley 
 

Renowned Garden Speaker Paul Zammit to  address a Joint Probus Garden Group/599 Garden Club 
Meeting, Thursday April 11th @ the Beaver Valley Community Centre @ 7pm 
The former Probus Garden Group is co-sponsoring a one-time FREE horticultural presentation by Paul Zammit, 
Canada’s most dynamic and energetic garden speaker. Paul Zammit is the Nancy Eaton Director of Horticulture at 
the Toronto Botanical Gardens and a graduate of Guelph University. He is a regular speaker at garden clubs and 
horticultural trade shows, inspiring audiences across Canada and the United States. In recent years, Paul has also 
presented in Germany, Switzerland and Bermuda. He has appeared on both on television and in print.  
Free tickets will be available to all Probus Club members (particularly former Probus Garden Group members) at 
the March Probus meeting. Get your tickets before they’re all gone. 
For more information about Paul, go to www.paulzammit.ca or about the meeting, call John Hethrington. 
 

  

50/50 Draw 
The winners at the February 26th meeting 
were Penny Wormald and Bill Wilcox 
 

http://www.paulzammit.ca/


       

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                

 

Grapevine Team 

Editor 
Chris Rickard 

Reporters 
Opportunities for you!  

Distribution 
Nancy Dixon 

Website Maintenance 
Nancy Dixon 
Cheryl Besley 

 
 

The Last Word 
Submitted by Past President Pat Wright 

 

Yesterday is history.  Tomorrow is a mystery.  Today is a gift - that’s 
why it’s called the present. 

Anon. 
 

 

  

  

Support Group 

Do you know of a member who needs encouragement to get through a difficult 
period? 

Please do not hesitate to call Phyllis Thomas, who is the contact for March, or 
any one of the Management team. 

Lynn Corrigan 

The Master Gardener’s Corner 
Things to do in your garden each month taken from the Ontario Master Gardener Calendar by John Hethrington, Past 

President, Master Gardeners of Ontario. For more information, or your copy of the 11” x 17” calendar of the full 

year’s tips for a $1 contribution to Master Gardeners, call 519-599-5846. 

Things to do in your garden in – March 2019 – a busy month: 

 Start tuberous begonias and caladiums back to life in pots using damp peat moss. 

 Start brassicas (cabbage family) and hardy annual seeds for April-May planting in your garden. 

 Start tomatoes, lettuce and other fast-growing seeds late March, or early April this year. 

 Order summer flowering bulbs. Try www.botanus.com for interesting high-quality bulbs. 

 Get your “To-Do” list for this spring and summer into your computer so you can’t say you lost it. 

 Spread triple 19 fertilizer on the snow on your flower beds and shrub borders, available at the Markdale Co-

Op on Hwy 10 south of Markdale. Regular price for 25 Kilos $21.  

 Check and repair gardening tools.  Find them first.  Sharpen spades, shovels, etc.  Wipe down wooden 

handles with boiled linseed oil.  Paint the handles of small hand tools like trowels with red or yellow 

fluorescent enamel, so you won’t lose them so often. 

 Apply combination dormant spray to fruit trees and pest-prone shrubs when non-freezing weather permits.  

Especially good against scale. 

 Start forcing branches of spring-flowering shrubs like Forsythia and lily-of-the-valley root pips after buds start 

to swell, later in the month. 

 Prune summer-flowering shrubs and vines when the snow has disappeared. 

 When the snow has gone, and the frost disappears, loosen up packed winter mulch and put back into the soil 

perennials that have been heaved out of place by the frost. 

 Plan to add a few native berry plants and shrubs that will attract the birds this summer. 

 Visit local nursery greenhouses to smell the coming spring. 

 Check dates for annual garden shows like Canada Blooms, Mar 8 – 17 2019, co-locating with the National 

Home Show at the Enercare Centre in the CNE grounds. Tickets reg. $20, seniors $17, early bird on-line to 

Mar 7, seniors only $14.   www.canadablooms.com. 

  Bus Trip to Canada Blooms Mar 14 2019, organized by Pat Brooking (owner of Annan Way Nursery).  The 

cost is $96, which includes coach fare, show ticket and supper at the Mandarin Restaurant.  For further 

information contact Pat at 519-376-9444 or by e-mail at pat_annanway@hotmail.com.  

 

Probus Canada 
The Probus Canada website is https://www.probus.org 
You will find the link to the Probus Canada newsletter at the bottom of their home page. Open it to find lots of 
information including the contact company for travel insurance. 
 

http://www.canadablooms.com/
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