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Current Activities 
by Convener Kathie O’Malley 

(Details) 
Backroads Cycling 

Book Club one 
Book club two 

Book club three 
Book club four 

Birding 
Canoeing and Kayaking 

Casual Dining 
Cooking Together 

Cue Sports 
Digital Photography 
Dining around town 

Dining with Flair 
Euchre 

Euchre 2 
Hiking 

Marsh Street painters 
Nordic Pole Walking 

Pottery 
Recreational Cycling 

Scrabble 
Singles Gourmet 

Ski Legends 
Snowshoeing 

Stitch & Bitch  Crafts 
Support Group 

Travel 
Wood Carving  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activity groups are self sustained. 
Participate – Volunteer 

but above all - have fun and enjoy 

 
 
 

“Please be advised that all 
events and activities of the 
Beaver Valley Probus Club 

are organized for the 
benefit and enjoyment of its 
Members. Individuals who 
participate do so at their 

own risk and are 
responsible for their own 

safety”. 

 

 

Enjoy a ride on the Credit Valley Explorer and experience the picturesque 

beauty of the Hills of Headwaters on Wednesday September 20th.  The 74km 

excursion aboard classic rail cars travels along the Niagara Escarpment on a rail 

route established over 130 years ago.  Departing from Orangeville, at 11:00am, 

the tour train operates over the tracks of the Orangeville/Brampton Railway, and 

shares the rail line with freight trains and as such adheres to a strict schedule.  

All tours are round-trip, arriving back in Orangeville at 2:00pm.  Comfortable 

business-class seating and large picture windows are a feature of their standard 

service.  A group is considered a minimum of 25 people.  The cost is $58.08 pp 

which includes HST+gratuity.  A light lunch is served.  Sign up sheets will be at 

the back of the room at our April 25th meeting.  Cheques only please. 

 
Stella Zahradnik 
 

 

ACTIVITY FAIR 
 
I was away but by all accounts the March Activity Fair 
was a great success, with a large turnout of members 
resulting in many new Activity Group “sign-ups”.  
Remember, if you were unable to attend the Fair, but 
would like to join an activity group, just call or email one 
of the group’s coordinators and have your name added 
to their list.  Contact information for each Activity Group is 

listed in the front of the Membership Roster. 
 

to their list.  Contact information for each Activity Group is listed in the front of 

the Membership Roster. 

 

Our large membership allows our Probus Club to offer a variety of intellectual, 
social and physical activities for our pleasure and enjoyment.  Thank you to 
Kathie O’Malley, her helpers, the Activity Coordinators, and all those involved in 
organising the Activity Fair.  A big job much appreciated and well done! 
 
This is the time of year when we transition from our winter pursuits to summer 
ones.  It is also the time of year when we welcome new members to our Club.  If 
you see someone at our meetings that you don’t know, and they have a “red” 
dot on their name badge, say hello and welcome them to our organization. 
 
A note about spring!  I am in Victoria, the flowers are blooming, the fruit trees 
are in blossom, the dandelions are up, and the grass needs cutting.  I look 
forward to a “second” spring when I get back to Thornbury later this month. 
 

 

mailto:beavervalleyprobus@beavervalleyprobus.com
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/club-activities.cfm


 

  

Activity Group Updates 
TRAVEL: It seems that we have left it too late for the well priced 2 week Emerald River Cruise starting 19 October 

2017. We will set a new date for October 2018 and let you know in good time, and the price will probably be even 

better. 

The river cruise starting October 6, 2017 from Nice to Paris for 11 days is still OK, as is the 1 week wine cruise in 

Bordeaux, starting October 12, 2017. For info and deposits for those 2 cruises please call Doug Fry at 705-293-0930 

ASAP. 

   Gloria Thompson 

 

DINING AROUND TOWN: Everyone had a great time dining at The Corner Café and Grill in March and The Mill Café 

in April, both in Thornbury, a great turnout for both. Next venue will be in Collingwood in May. 

 

Ann Parsons and Barb Edwards 

 

HIKING GROUP: Our Hiking Group will definitely be running this season!  We have found a new 'communications 

liaison'.  There have also been lots of new people signing up for the hiking group, so we are looking forward to 

another wonderful season.  There will be more details to follow, and we hope to get started sometime in May, 

depending, of course, on the weather. 

 

   Sue Boehm 

 

SKI LEGENDS: The winter of 2016 - 2017 is over and it has been one of changing conditions throughout the season. 

 We had ice storms, snow storms, rain storms and wind storms.  Every snow storm seemed to be followed by a 

thaw. 

 

Blue Mountain and the local ski clubs did an incredible job of retaining good ski conditions against difficult odds.  Our 

indoor activities were well attended and enjoyed by many.  We could control the environment for our Wine and 

Cheese, our two Breakfasts, our Dinner Dance and our Apres Ski, and the entertainment was great.  We saved our 

best ski trip for last:  it was to Sun Peaks, a wonderful trip with lots of company and excellent snow. 

 

We ran six ski days at our local private ski clubs.  We had an outstanding day at Osler with 5" of powder snow on a 

good base.  Great skiiing was had by one and all.  Unfortunately at the other five days we had two ice storms, two 

thaws and one major wind occurrence.  Next winter has to be better!  So let's all think snow, think great winter 

weather and think fun for 2017 - 2018. 

Louise Donegani, Bruce Trimbee, and Wilf Phillips 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Book and DVD Exchange 

  

Starting in April, as well as exchanging books we will also exchange DVDs. 

 All books and DVDs should be current and in good condition. 

Nancy Hart 
 

Probus Annual Golf Tournament 
 

Probus Annual Golf June, 19, 2017 at Shelburne , cost is still only $68, includes coffee and muffins on arrival, 18 

holes of golf with cart (best ball), lunch, and prizes. Call Garry Lamont for more info. 

 



 

 

 

  

Aga Khan Museum 

A combined gallery and architectural tour of this museum has been planned for Wed May 31, 2017.  The cost is 

$46.00 which includes bus, admission and the combined tour.  Lunch is not included.  Only 33 spots are available. 

 There is a cafe and the Diwan Restaurant on the premises.  Reservations are necessary for the Diwan.  Please 

check the web-site www.agakhanmuseum.org for their menu.  Stella Zahradnik 
 

McMichael Gallery Visit, June 14, 2017 
 

Due to the great response to this visit I have been able to increase the numbers of attendees and increase the bus 
size from 24 to 33. We will have two tour guides instead of one. 
Those who were at the beginning of the waiting list and now confirmed have been notified by email. However we 
still have a waiting list. 
For all those confirmed – the adjusted cost is $44/person (due to the larger bus).  
We will continue to collect cheques at the April and May meetings.  Payment by cheques only and should be made 
out to Beaver Valley Probus  Club. 
A number of people who expressed interest were not at the recent meeting so missed the opportunity to officially 
sign up.  I plan to organize another visit either this fall or next spring.  I will keep the “interest sheet” and let 
everyone know the plan. 
 

   Barb Thompson 

 

News from the Support Group 
 
Now that our Activities Fair is behind us and to bring our members up to date, your Support Group now includes 15 
of us, who are more than willing to help out our members whenever circumstances make it difficult for anyone to 
cope.  We would also like to take this opportunity to point out some local services that you might not yet be aware 
of. 
 
Beaver Valley Outreach is willing to organize the delivery of food orders from Foodland to members who are 
temporarily housebound.  Orders must go in Wednesday, to be delivered Thursday.   Please call BVO directly, or 
get in touch with the Support Group’s monthly contact for more assistance. 
 
 For those who aren’t already aware, the Baptist Church in Thornbury has quite a bit of equipment (walkers, canes, 
wheelchairs, bath chairs) for the temporary use of incapacitated people.   Please consider not only the use of this 
service, but also the possible donation of your own no-longer-needed stuff! 
 
And again, we would like to remind our members that we have two trained grief counsellors available when needed.  
And don’t forget, there is a variety of support available to seniors by calling “211”, a provincial government service, 
which can also direct you to appropriate help. 
 
Finally, please know that all of us in the Probus Support Group are here for you.  And please let us know of any of 
our other members who may need some help; we hate to see people in distress “fall through the cracks”.  Don’t 
hesitate to call any of us, or the local contact listed monthly in the Grapevine.   Have a marvellous spring! 
 

Come and visit Bay Growers Inc on Thursday May 4, from 10:30 to noon for a tour of the apple facility.    There is 

no charge, however, they can only accommodate 25 people.  They are located at No. 828114 Grey Rd 40.   Sign up 

sheets will be at the back of the room for this tour at our April 25th meeting.    

   Stella Zahradnik 

 

Meaford Ladies Golf 
Golf season is approaching and the Meaford Ladies 18 hole club will be registering for the May to September 
season on May 4th at 9 to 10 am at the Meaford Golf Club. Play starts the next Thursday, May 11th, at 8:30 am.  
Call President Marge Allin. 
 



       

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                

 

Grapevine Team 

Editor 
Chris Rickard 

Reporters 
Opportunities for you!  

Distribution 
Barb Thompson 

Website Maintenance 
Barb Thompson  
Cheryl Besley 

Technical Advisor 
Mike Seagram 

 

The Last Word 
Submitted by Past President Joanne Vivona 

 

She turned to the sunlight 
And shook her yellow head 

And whispered to her neighbour 
“Winter is dead” 

 
A.A.Milne 

 

Support Group 

Do you know of a member who needs encouragement to get through a 
difficult period? 

Please do not hesitate to call Phyllis Thomas who is the contact for March 
or any one of the Management team. 

The April contact is Marg Nattress 

Carol Hethrington, coordinator 

 

. 
. 

 

  

  

  

 

The Master Gardener’s Corner 
Things to do in your garden each month taken from the Ontario Master Gardener Calendar by John Hethrington, 
Past President, Master Gardeners of Ontario. For more information, or your copy of the 11” x 17” calendar of the 
full year’s tips for a $1 contribution to Master Gardeners, call 519-599-5846. 
Things to do in your garden in – April 2017 

 Make sure you have done everything you were supposed to do on the March List. 

 Do stretch and bend exercises before you start in the garden. I find skiing muscles have nothing to do with 

gardening muscles. Take it easy. There are a lot of gardening days before the ski season comes again. 

 I hope you had a chance to spread 19-19-19 or 15-15-15 general purpose fertilizer over the snow on all 

your flower beds and shrub boarders before the snow disappeared. It will have melted down into the ground 

as the snow went away. It was available at the Co-Op in Markdale, about $21 a 25 kg bag. If you missed 

this, plan for next winter and buy the fertilizer this fall. 

 The snow is definitely gone this April. You can still spread the triple 19 as long as it does not get on to the 

emerging plants, as it may burn them. 

 Organize your compost pile. Start a new one with the top foot from last year’s pile. 

 As the weather warms and the ground dries, prune back perennials and ornamental grasses to 3” from the 

ground. Shred if possible. Put dead material on your new compost pile. 

 Prepare garden beds for planting. Dig in compost, and/or manure, and/or other organic material. Remove 

any weeds from last fall. Having cleaned up the beds, ADD 3”TO 4” OF MULCH  

 Remove rose protection: Prune to 6” or 8”and apply dormant oil spray before the buds break. 

 Apply dormant oil spray to shrubs like euonymus that may have suffered from scale last year.  Do it before 

the buds break. 

 Treat birch trees against leaf miner, if you can find the pesticide to do it. Try in the USA. 

 Prepare your vegetable garden and plant seeds of cool-weather vegetables like peas, spinach, lettuce, 

onions, beets and frost resistant annuals like larkspur, sweet peas and calendulas. 

 When dry, rake your lawn vigorously to remove thatch, repair damage with weed-free topsoil and grass 

seed to bare spots. Keep moist. 

 Fertilize your lawn with slow-release high nitrogen (the first of the 3 numbers) fertilizer. Slow release urea 

costs more, but it’s worth it. 

 Apply crabgrass pre-emergence herbicide to your lawn, if required. 

 When spring finally comes, plant trees, shrubs, perennials and biennials in your garden. No need to wait 

until May 24th for perennials, that’s for annuals and it may be the first week in June before you can get frost 

tender annuals into the ground. 

 Plant frost-resistant pansies NOW for a little spring colour. 

 Start mowing your lawn only as needed. Keep it long. 

 Check out local garden shows. 

 

 


