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Current Activities 
by Convener Kathie O’Malley 

(Details) 
Backroads Cycling 

Book Club one 
Book club two 

Book club three 
Book club four 

Birding 
Canoeing and Kayaking 

Casual Dining 
Cooking Together 

Cue Sports 
Digital Photography 
Dining around town 

Dining with Flair 
Euchre 

Euchre 2 
Hiking 

Marsh Street painters 
Nordic Pole Walking 

Pottery 
Recreational Cycling 

Scrabble 
Singles Gourmet 

Ski Legends 
Snowshoeing 

Stitch & Bitch  Crafts 
Support Group 

Travel 
Wood Carving  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activity groups are self sustained. 
Participate – Volunteer 

but above all - have fun and enjoy 

 
 
 

“Please be advised that all 
events and activities of the 
Beaver Valley Probus Club 

are organized for the 
benefit and enjoyment of its 
Members. Individuals who 
participate do so at their 

own risk and are 
responsible for their own 

safety”. 

 

 
Stratford 2017 

Come and enjoy “The School for Scandal” at the Avon Theatre in Stratford on 

Thursday Oct 12, 2017, 2:00pm matinee.   In a society awash in gossip rumours 

and backbiting, an uncle arrives home in disguise to test the worthiness of his 

nephews – only to discover that the truth is far from what he expected.  This is a 

fast paced and hilarious comedy by Richard Brinsley Sheridan, which has been 

called the best English comedy of intrigue.   It is directed by Antoni Cimolino.  

The ticket cost is $111.00, which includes theatre, bus and lunch at Anna Mae’s 

in Millbank.  A wait list has been started.  Payment by cheque only. 
 
 

 

ACTIVITY FAIR AND ACTIVITY COORDINATING 
 
Each year the March meeting is the Beaver Valley 
Probus Club’s “Activity Fair” where members, new and 
old, can discuss an Activity Group’s purpose with the 
group’s Coordinator and, if it looks interesting, “sign up” 
to participate. 
 

 We are a very active and diverse Club with nearly 30 groups run by volunteer 

members.  In addition, there are social activities like our theatre outings and golf 

tournament. If an activity sounds interesting, “give it a try”, then, if for any reason 

you find it’s not for you, just advise the coordinator and have your name taken 

off their list. 

 
We do have a sign-up sheet for suggesting new activity groups, but it’s important 
to be prepared to coordinate the new activity or know someone who will. 
 

Our Club is now in its 16th year and some of the Activity Coordinators are ready 

to turn over their responsibilities to someone new.  While the Coordinator’s time 

commitments to organize and run a group varies from one group to another, in 

most cases it requires a couple of hours at the Activity Fair and then an hour or 

two entering participants’ names into your computer at the beginning of the 

activity season.  Usually half an hour or less is required each week to send out 

an email notice of where and when the activity is taking place.  Coordinators 

don’t necessarily have to lead each activity, as this responsibility can be divided 

up among the participants.  Please consider taking on Coordinator 

responsibilities as some of our groups have disappeared and others are in 

danger of doing the same. 

 

mailto:beavervalleyprobus@beavervalleyprobus.com
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/club-activities.cfm


 

  

Activity Group Updates 

TRAVEL: Our travel section is going to merge with the Georgian Probus Travel Group, formed from all the local 

Probus clubs. 

The generally preferred trip is a river cruise from Budapest to Amsterdam, starting October 19th.  The price for the 

two week trip is excellent. 

 We also have space and pricing for a 1 week(+) river cruise in France, with pre- and post-cruise nights, starting 

October 6th.  The pre-cruise night is in Nice. 

Also available is a 1 week wine cruise starting October 12th, which is selling out fast.  For info and booking, please 

call Doug Fry at the Cruise center 705-293-0930. 

   Gloria Thompson 

 

DINING AROUND TOWN: We had a great time at The Corner Cafe & Grill in Thornbury March 1st.  If you would like 

to join the group, please sign up at the March Probus meeting (Activities Day) or email Ann Parsons or Barb 

Edwards. 

Ann Parsons 

HIKING GROUP: Our Hiking Group is looking for new co-ordinator(s).  After many years of co-ordinating the Hiking 

Group, Catharine and Sue have decided to step down from this position.  We are looking for new co-ordinator(s) to 

send out weekly emails to the group as to where we will be hiking.  The season is usually from about mid-May to 

mid-October, depending on the weather.  We have a number of Hiking Group members who are willing to lead the 

hikes, but cannot take over the computer duties.  We don’t want to see this group fold, so please think about 

stepping up and taking over the communications side.  Sue is willing to help anyone interested in getting set up.  It is 

not difficult!!!  Only moderate computer skills are necessary!!  If no one volunteers for this position, THE GROUP 

MAY FOLD!   Hope to hear from any interested parties soon. 

   Sue Boehm 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Exchange 

As so many people are forgetting to bring their books to the Book Exchange, at the next meeting I will have a signup 

sheet for those members who wish to receive a reminder a few days before each meeting. The books you wish to 

exchange should have a copyright date of at least 2005. They should be books that you have really enjoyed reading 

and be in good condition. 

Nancy Hart 
 

McMichael Gallery Visit, June 14, 2017 
 

Due to the great response to this visit I have been able to increase the numbers of attendees and increase the bus 

size from 24 to 33. We will have two tour guides instead of one. 

Those who were at the beginning of the waiting list and now confirmed have been notified by email. However we still 

have a waiting list. 

For all those confirmed – the adjusted cost is $44/person (due to the larger bus).  

We will collect cheques at the April and May meetings as neither John nor I will be at the AGM and the Activity Fair. 

Cheques only, which should be made out to Beaver Valley Probus  Club. 

A number of people who expressed interest were not at the recent meeting so missed the opportunity to officially 

sign up. I plan to organize another visit either this fall or next spring.  I will keep the “interest sheet” and let everyone 

know the plan. 

   Barb Thompson 



 

 

 

  

Aga Khan Museum 

A combined gallery and architectural tour of this museum has been planned for Wed May 31, 2017.  The cost is 

$46.00 which includes bus, admission and the combined tour.  Lunch is not included.  Only 33 spots are available. 

 There is a cafe and the Diwan Restaurant on the premises.  Reservations are necessary for the Diwan.  Please 

check the web-site www.agakhanmuseum.org for their menu.  Stella Zahradnik 
 

 

A bit of Local History 
 

 
 Craigleith Community Centre 
 

Craigleith has no certain boundaries and the name was initially applied by Andrew Fleming to his own 

property in 1854. Originally that property had been owned by the areas first settler, John Brazier in approx. 1836. 

The Flemings had known the ancient quarry named Craigleith, now part of Edinburgh, which means Rocky “Bay” or 

“Harbour”. The Flemings began to quarry the limestone conveniently located at the water’s edge. 

The limestone was said to have been used to build the lighthouse on Nottawasaga Island built in 1855 by 

John Brown. Today travellers on Hwy 26 pass right over the filled in quarry.   

The western limit of Craigleith is considered to be Ward’s Road; the south, to the foot of the mountain, then 

angling S-E along the mountain  (the former school limit), to the Campbell Sideroad then east to and north along the 

townline to the lakeshore. Many residents of the area around Blue Mountain still refer to their location as being 

Craigleith although others simply use the new Blue Mountains label. 

By 1864 Craigleith was the site for one store, the post office, two taverns, the quarry and the new stone 

school.  On Monday April 1, 1861 the first public meeting to establish a school was held in the post office building. 

Craigleith tradition indicates that local schooling had been available prior to that date at the log building standing on 

lot 19 north which was later used as a ski chalet. Mr. A.G. Fleming donated the lot for the school which was opened 

in 1864, although not quite completed. In 1893 the school was damaged by fire and repaired with brick, as the 

Flemings no longer owned the quarry. In 1898 there were just over 30 students attending. When the school opened 

Henry Fleming was secretary treasurer. When it closed in 1968 his son Henry K. Fleming held the post. Many local 

residents attended the school including the children of Jozo Weider. 

Currently the school operates as a Community Centre.  

 

First published in the Grapevine in 2010.  Submitted by Vicki Kellar 
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Chris Rickard 
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The Last Word 
Submitted by Past President Joanne Vivona 

 

A smile is a curve that sets everything straight. 
 

Anonymous 
 

 

 

Support Group 

Do you know of a member who needs encouragement to get through a 
difficult period? 

Please do not hesitate to call Phyllis Thomas who is the contact for March 
or any one of the Management team. 

The April contact is Marg Nattress 

Carol Hethrington, coordinator 
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The Master Gardener’s Corner 

Things to do in your garden each month taken from the Ontario Master Gardener Calendar by John Hethrington, Past 
President, Master Gardeners of Ontario. For more information, or your copy of the 11” x 17” calendar of the full year’s tips for a 
$1 contribution to Master Gardeners, call 519-599-5846. 

Things to do in or for your garden in - March 
 Start tuberous begonias and caladiums in pots using damp peat moss. 

 Start brassicas (cabbage family) and hardy annual seeds for April-May planting in your garden. 

 Start tomatoes, lettuce and other fast growing seeds late March, or early April this year. 

 Order summer flowering bulbs. Try www.botanus.com for interesting high quality bulbs. 

 Get your To Do list for this spring and summer into your computer so you can’t say you lost it. 

 If and when we get more snow, spread triple 19 fertilizer on the snow on your flower beds and shrub 

borders, available at the Markdale Co-Op on Hwy 10 south of Markdale. Cost for 25 Kilos $21 Call 1-519-

986-2013.   

 Check and repair gardening tools. Find them first. Sharpen spades, shovels, etc. Wipe down wooden 

handles with boiled linseed oil. Paint the handles of small hand tools like trowels with red or yellow 

fluorescent enamel, so you won’t lose them so often. 

 Apply combination dormant spray to fruit trees and pest prone shrubs when non-freezing weather permits 

since the snow drifts have disappeared. Especially good against scale. 

 Start forcing branches of spring-flowering shrubs like Forsythia and lily-of-the-valley root pips after buds 

start to swell, later in the month. 

 Prune summer-flowering shrubs and vines now the snow has disappeared. 

 Now the snow has gone, and the frost disappears loosen up packed winter mulch and press back 

perennials heaved out of place by the frost. 

 Plan to add a few native berry plants and shrubs that will attract the birds this summer. 

 Visit local nursery greenhouses to smell the coming spring. 

 Check dates for annual garden shows like Canada Blooms, Mar 10 - 19 2017, co-locating with the National 

Home Show at the Enercare Centre in the CNE grounds. Tickets $17, Seniors $14. 

www.canadablooms.com.  Bus Trip to Canada Blooms organized by Pat (owner of Annan Way Nurseries)- 

cost $96 which includes coach fare, show ticket and supper at the Mandarin Restaurant.  For further 

information contact Pat at 519-376-9444 or by e-mail at mailto:pat_annanway@hotmail.com 
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