
 

President’s Message 

Joanne Vivona 
,         
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beaver Valley Probus Club 

The Grapevine for May 2016 

 

 

Volume 16, Issue 2 

E-mail address: beavervalleyprobus@beavervalleyprobus.com        Web-Site: www.beavervalleyprobus.com 
  

 Box 148, Clarksburg, Ontario N0H 1J0 

 

 

Current Activities 
by Convener Kathie O’Malley 

(Details) 
Backroads Cycling 

Birding 
Book Club Chapter One 
Book Club Chapter Two 

Book Club Chapter Three 
Book Club Chapter Four 

Book Exchange 
BVP Computer Group 

Canoe / Kayak 
Casual Dining 

Chess 
Cooking Together 

Cue Sports 
Digital Photography 
Dining Around Town 

Dining with Flair 
Euchre 

Gardening 
Golf 

Hiking 
Marsh Street Painters 
Nordic Pole Walking 
Recreational Cycling 

Scrabble 
Singles Gourmet 

Ski Legends 
Snowshoeing 
Stitch & Bitch 

Support Group 
Travel Group 

Activity groups are self sustained. 
Participate – Volunteer 

but above all - have fun and enjoy 

 
 
 “Please be advised that all 

events and activities of the 
Beaver Valley Probus Club 

are organized for the 
benefit and enjoyment of its 
Members. Individuals who 
participate do so at their 

own risk and are 
responsible for their own 

safety”. 

 

 

View the Solar System 
On an observatory tour 

 

Thursday May 12, 2016 
(rain date Friday May 13) 

Yes, there is an observatory in The Blue Mountains! 
Arrangements have been made for a group of 25 to 40 people to visit  

THE E. C. CARR ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATORY 
 under the auspices of the Royal Astronomical Society. 

 
The visit starts at 7:30pm and ends before 11:00pm. Experience a power point 
presentation of the night sky. A tea, coffee and cookie break takes place after the 
presentation, giving you an opportunity to ask questions. Then a volunteer will 
walk with you outside to study a scale model of the solar system. There is a 14” 
club telescope located in a building with a retractable roof. Also there is a variety 
of telescopes provided by members that you may use.  
 

COST IS $10.00 PER PERSON 
Payment by cheque made out to the Beaver Valley Probus Club, is due in 
advance upon registration. Transportation is not provided, so arrange your own 
car pool if convenient. The Observatory is located in the area of the Loree forest, 
only about 15 km from the Beaver Valley Community Centre. 
 

THIS WILL BE AN EXCEPTIONAL AND UNIQUE EVENING! 
A popular event last year, not to be missed! 

 
Contact Stella Zahradnik  
First come, First served!  Number is restricted. 
 

Spring-wise, April was a bust. May is bound to offer the real 
deal of sunshine and daffodils. 
 
This month, a determined and well organized Ron Hartlen 
offers a Probus Georgian Bay wide Bridge Tournament on 
the 6th. May it prove to be the first of many inter-club 
matches. Our choice of activity groups continues to grow. 

We are pleased to announce that Brian Brooks is leading Pickle Ball 
activity for the uninitiated, but soon to become addicted, players.  Also, 
Pam Hawkins will lead a Pottery activity from her home studio. 
The hiking, cycling, and canoe/kayak groups are resuming activities, so we 
can appreciate our trails and rivers. Now is the time to enjoy our 
countryside.  
 

mailto:beavervalleyprobus@beavervalleyprobus.com
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/club-activities.cfm


 

  

COMING EVENTS 

Stratford 
Come and enjoy “Shakespeare in Love” at the Avon Theatre in Stratford on Thurs Oct 13, 2016, 2:00pm matinee. 
“A young playwright named Will Shakespeare comes down with writer’s block – until he finds a muse.  Art mirrors life 
in a hilarious and passionate tale of romance and backstage fun.” 
Ticket cost is $111.00 which includes theatre, bus and lunch at Anna Mae’s in Millbank.  This event is sold out, but a 
waiting list has been started. 

 

Activity Group Update 

 

 

BOOK EXCHANGE: Bring a Book, Take a Book 

The book exchange is open to all Probus members. No sign up is required. Just remember to bring a book.  Please 

make sure that the book you bring is in good condition and current (copyright from 2000 on).  The book exchange is 

located at the back of the meeting room. 

See you at the next meeting. 

Nancy Hart 

TRAVEL: Ludwig is hoping to have a brochure for Ireland for the May Probus meeting, for travel in the spring of 2017.                         

   Gloria Thompson 

SINGLES GOURMET: Last month the members had an outstanding FRENCH themed dinner.  What a treat!  The 

theme for our next event is Spain.  Our hosts are Florence Farr and Joan Liddiard. Ole.  See you Sunday, May 29th 

at 6pm.  Our wrapup BBQ will be Sunday, June 19th at 4pm.  Our gracious host will be Sally Tuck.                            

   Gloria Thompson 

GOLF:  We are having our annual golf tournament June 20th, 2016 at Shelburne Golf Club. The cost is $67 each for 

18 holes, mixed best ball, which includes coffee and muffins etc. before tee off at 8:45. After the game there will be a 

great lunch and prizes. We have over 40 signed up already. 

Any questions please email or call Garry Lamont. 
 

PICKLEBALL:  The great sport and activity of pickleball will commence when the nets are taken out of storage and 

put up.  This will happen hopefully around the Victoria Day long weekend.  I am also hoping to get the second court 

lines painted, so that two games can be played simultaneously. 

   Brian Brooks 

 
 

 



 

 

 

  

The Master Gardener’s Corner - Things to do in or for your garden in May         John Hethrington 

Things to do in your garden each month taken from the Ontario Master Gardener Calendar by John Hethrington, Past 
President, Master Gardeners of Ontario.  
For your copy of the 11” x 17” calendar of the full year’s tips for a $1 contribution to Master Gardeners, call John Hethrington 

 Clean up winter debris in the garden as soon as the soil is dry enough to work. Dig in manure or compost 
around perennials and shrubs and weed well. An extra hour weeding now will save 3 later in the summer. 
Use a line to cut sharp straight edges for your beds. 

 Add 3” to 4’” of mulch to flower beds and shrubs to conserve moisture. Shredded cedar bark is best, but 
expensive. 

 Don’t walk on or roll lawns that are still full of water. It compacts the soil. 

 If already compacted, rent an aerator and dig plugs out of the lawn. Let the plugs dry and rake them in.  

 When dry, rake lawns vigorously to remove dead grass and thatch. 

 Spread weed-free topsoil on patches in your lawn. Apply grass seed, roll and water. Keep seed moist, but 
don’t flood. 

 Prepare containers and pots and fill with a mixture of compost and potting soil. Be creative in plant choice. 
Mixtures of plants such as herbs, perennials and annuals can be quite successful as long as they have the 
same sun and water requirements. 

 If you have very big or deep pots or planters, put some empty plastic water bottles in the bottom of the pot to 
take up space the roots will never get to. It make the planter or pot lighter and easier to move, if needed. 

 Pot up your extra perennials for spring plant sales at least 2 weeks before the sale. Use your best compost. 
Add plant labels with name (botanical, if possible), colour, sun exposure, height, bloom time, etc. Water well 
and keep in the shade. 

 Harden off seedlings for at least a week before planting. Find the last frost date for your area, and allow at 
least 2 weeks more before planting tender transplants such as tomatoes and corn. This year, probably into 
early June. 

 Plant beans directly into the garden as they quickly germinate and will grow as long as the soil is warm. 
Maybe mid-May this year. 

 Cage peonies before they start to grow. 

 Monitor for the presence of slugs, cutworms, earwigs and tent caterpillars.  

 Control weeds in the lawn by hand pulling. Use nematodes to control grubs which eat the grass roots 
leading to brown patches in the lawn in summer. 

 Prune roses according to type.  

 Dead head faded tulips and daffodils and other spring bulbs but do not cut or pull the leaves out until 
they are brown and decayed. 

 If you have any fritillaries or lilies (day lilies are beetle free), now is the time to watch for the red lily beetle 

(adult, larva and eggs). So far, removal by hand is the best and only way to reduce the problem.  

 

Annual Probus Picnic 

Our annual picnic will be held on Tues July 12 as well as our bocce tournament at Rice’s Pond located on 10th line, 

fire no. 416266.  Bocce participants are to assemble at 2:30pm for a 3:00pm start.  Dinner will begin at 5:30 and will 

be catered by Men with Knives.  The menu will be buffet style (includes caesar salad, green bean & wheatberry 

salad, grilled vegetable platter with feta, balsamic, sausage on a bun, chicken/bun.  Beverages are not included, so 

please bring your own.  Be sure to bring a lawn chair – there are some picnic tables available but you may want to 

bring your own table.  The cost is $21 per person for members, guests are welcome at $26.00.  Tickets will be 

available at our May meeting.  CHEQUES ONLY.  The first 16 Bocce teams (of 4) to register will compete for the 

coveted trophy, in annual competition since 2003 (one rainout). Come join us.  Registration will start at the May 24th 

Probus meeting. Team Captains can register their team and pay the $10.00 fee ($2.50 per person). We will assist 

interested individuals to match with a team whenever possible. 

We are looking forward to a lovely warm July day - see you at the Picnic. 

Dave Perham & Ken Kelley 

 



       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                

 

Grapevine Team 

Editor 
Chris Rickard 

Reporters 
Opportunities for you!  

Distribution 
Barb Thompson 

Website Maintenance 
Barb Thompson  
Cheryl Besley 

Technical Advisor 
Mike Seagram 

 

The Last Word 
Submitted by Past President Howard Kitchen 

In Spring – you should smell like dirt! 

Margaret Attwood 

 

 

 

Support Group 

Do you know of a member who needs encouragement to get through a 
difficult period? 

Please do not hesitate to call Marg Nattress who is the contact for May or 
any one of the Management team. 

Next month’s contact is Mary Anne Lawrie 

Carol Hethrington, coordinator 

 

. 
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Our Speaker for May 
 

Our speaker for the May 24 meeting is Chris O'Connor, Sales Manager for The Collingwood Brewery. 

After graduating with an Honours Business Degree and working in sales at a Niagara winery, he was offered the 

opportunity to move to the beer brewing industry. Since Chris had some experience and great interest in this area, 

it was an easy transition. 

At The Collingwood Brewery, he is responsible for sales, licensee, logistics, retail stores including the Beer Store, 

the L.C.B.O and business development. Also, working as a member of a small team, Chris can be seen wearing 

many "hats", even as assistant to the Brewmaster. 

We look forward to Chris O'Connor's presentation about this very interesting, local, developing business. 

 

Putting and Lunch Tuesday, September 13  Georgian Bay Hotel & Conference Centre 
 

Putting will commence at 11:00am, followed by lunch and prizes, $30.00 all inclusive (Cash Bar) Sign up sheets will 

be available at our May meeting. 

 


