
 

President’s Message 

Joanne Vivona 

March had it all for us: snow, ice storms, thunder, lightning, power 
outages, pelting rain, Easter chocolates and a wee bit of sun.    
March also brought members to the balloon clad Activity Fair 
directed by Kathie O’Malley. Besides re-connecting, newly 

connecting, and disconnecting to over 30 activities run by our 
enthusiastic volunteers, members new and old indulged in a heap 

of socializing. 
 
April should bring more predictable, clement weather to coax bulbs into bloom. A 
luncheon welcomes our new membership to meet with the administration team. 
As featured in our March newsletter, the April speaker is Sandra Hong, the Public 
Education Coordinator for the Alzheimer Society of Grey Bruce. 
  
Having successfully edited the March Grapevine, Chris Rickard is pleased to 
encourage partners to help him in the future. 
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Current Activities 
by Convener Joan Hammond 

(Details) 
Backroads Cycling 

Birding 
Book Club Chapter One 
Book Club Chapter Two 

Book Club Chapter Three 
Book Club Chapter Four 

Book Exchange 
BVP Computer Group 

Canoe / Kayak 
Casual Dining 

Chess 
Cooking Together 

Cue Sports 
Digital Photography 
Dining Around Town 

Dining with Flair 
Euchre 

Gardening 
Golf 

Hiking 
Marsh Street Painters 
Nordic Pole Walking 
Recreational Cycling 

Scrabble 
Singles Gourmet 

Ski Legends 
Snowshoeing 
Stitch & Bitch 

Support Group 
Travel Group 

Activity groups are self sustained. 
Participate – Volunteer 

but above all - have fun and enjoy 

 
 
 “Please be advised that all 

events and activities of the 
Beaver Valley Probus Club 

are organized for the 
benefit and enjoyment of its 
Members. Individuals who 
participate do so at their 

own risk and are 
responsible for their own 

safety”. 

 

 

View the Solar System 
On an observatory tour 

 

Thursday May 12, 2016 
(rain date Friday May 13) 

Yes, there is an observatory in The Blue Mountains! 
Arrangements have been made for a group of 25 to 40 people to visit  

THE E. C. CARR ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATORY 
 under the auspices of the Royal Astronomical Society. 

 
The visit starts at 7:30pm and ends before 11:00pm. Experience a power point 
presentation of the night sky. A tea, coffee and cookie break takes place after the 
presentation, giving you an opportunity to ask questions. Then a volunteer will 
walk with you outside to study a scale model of the solar system. There is a 14” 
club telescope located in a building with a retractable roof. Also there is a variety 
of telescopes provided by members that you may use.  
 

COST IS $10.00 PER PERSON 
Payment by cheque made out to the Beaver Valley Probus Club, is due in 
advance upon registration. Transportation is not provided, so arrange your own 
car pool if convenient. The Observatory is located in the area of the Loree forest, 
only about 15 km from the Beaver Valley Community Centre. 
 

THIS WILL BE AN EXCEPTIONAL AND UNIQUE EVENING! 
A popular event last year, not to be missed! 

 
Contact Stella Zahradnik  
First come, First served!  Number is restricted. 
 

mailto:beavervalleyprobus@beavervalleyprobus.com
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/club-activities.cfm


 

  

COMING EVENTS 

Stratford 
Come and enjoy “Shakespeare in Love” at the Avon Theatre in Stratford on Thurs Oct 13, 2016, 2:00pm matinee. 
“A young playwright named Will Shakespeare comes down with writer’s block – until he finds a muse.  Art mirrors life 
in a hilarious and passionate tale of romance and backstage fun.” 
Ticket cost is $111.00 which includes theatre, bus and lunch at Anna Mae’s in Millbank.  This event is sold out, but a 
waiting list has been started. 

 

Activity Group Update 

SKI LEGENDS: Looking back at the season in review, we had a lot of fun. A higher percentage of the fun was either 

indoors or out of province this ski season. We received a lot of snow but also many thaws, some major moisture 

events came down in the form of rain or freezing rain. We also had some great snow and some wonderful skiing. We 

had more "spring skiing" than I can ever remember. Next winter I would like a little more winter, but whatever comes 

I am sure we will find ways to help each other enjoy it. 

Please continue to check our website www.probusskilegends.com throughout the summer so you know what is 

coming next year. 

Louise Donegani, Bruce Trimbee, and Wilf Phillips 

 

CASUAL DINING:  Four couples will host 37 diners at their homes on Thursday, April 14. Last month just 22 group 
members were dining in the area. Perhaps more than few snowbirds have found their way home. 

Marge & Dave Allin 

 

BOOK EXCHANGE: Bring a Book, Take a Book 

The book exchange is open to all Probus members. No sign up is required. Just remember to bring a book.  Please 

make sure that the book you bring is in good condition and current (copyright from 2000 on).  The book exchange is 

located at the back of the meeting room. 

See you at the next meeting. 

Nancy Hart 

TRAVEL: A new member has stepped up to coordinate a Probus trip. Please welcome Ludwig Schindler, who lives at 

Applejack.  Please mark your calendar for 2 wks in Ireland in April or early May 2017. More to come, folks!                          

   Gloria Thompson 

SINGLES GOURMET: Our seafood theme was so very tasty. Thanks to all who participated. Our next dinner is at 

6pm, Apr 24th. The theme this time is FRENCH cuisine. Our hosts are Annerose Birkigt and Mary Dillon.  We all 

avoid things that make us look fat, like mirrors, scales, and photos!      

   Gloria Thompson  

GOLF:  We are having our annual golf tournament June 20th, 2016 at Shelburne Golf Club. The cost is $67 each for 

18 holes, mixed best ball, which includes coffee and muffins etc. before tee off at 8:45. After the game there will be a 

great lunch and prizes. We have over 40 signed up already. 

Any questions please email or call Garry Lamont. 
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The Master Gardener’s Corner - Things to do in or for your garden in April         John Hethrington 

Things to do in your garden each month taken from the Ontario Master Gardener Calendar by John Hethrington, Past 
President, Master Gardeners of Ontario.  
For your copy of the 11” x 17” calendar of the full year’s tips for a $1 contribution to Master Gardeners, call John Hethrington 

 Make sure you have done everything you were supposed to do in March. 

 Do stretch and bend exercises before you start in the garden. I find skiing muscles have nothing to do with 

gardening muscles. Take it easy. There are a lot of gardening days before the ski season comes again. 

 Spread 19-19-19 general purpose fertilizer over the snow on all your flower beds and shrub boarders before 

the snow disappears. It will melt down into the ground as the snow goes away. Now available at the Co-Op in 

Markdale, about $21 a 25 kg bag.  

 The snow will probably all be gone this April. You can still spread the triple 19 as long as it does not get on 

to the emerging plants, as it may burn them. 

 Organize your compost pile. Start a new one with the top foot from last year’s pile. 

 As the weather warms and the ground dries, prune back perennials and ornamental grasses to 3” from the 

ground. Shed if possible. Put dead material on your new compost pile. 

 Prepare garden beds for planting. Dig in compost, or manure, or other organic material. Remove any weeds 

from last fall. 

 Remove rose protection: Prune and apply dormant oil spray before the buds break. 

 Apply dormant oil spray to shrubs like euonymus that may have suffered from scale last year. Do it before 

the buds break. 

 Treat birch trees against leaf miner, if you can find the pesticide to do it. Try the USA. 

 Prepare your vegetable garden and plant seed of cool-weather vegetables like peas, spinach, lettuce, onions, 

beets and frost resistant annuals like larkspur, sweet peas and calendulas. 

 Rake your lawn vigorously to remove thatch, repair damage with weed-free topsoil and seed bare spots. 

 Fertilize your lawn with slow-release high nitrogen (first of the 3 numbers) fertilizer. It costs more, but it’s 

worth it. 

 Apply crabgrass pre-emergence herbicide to your lawn, if required. 

 When spring finally comes, plant trees, shrubs, perennials and biennials in your garden. No need to wait until 

May 24
th

. That’s for annuals and it may be the first week in June. 

 Plant frost-resistant pansies for a little spring colour. 

 Start mowing your lawn only as needed. 

 Check out local garden shows. 

 

In memoriam 
Kim Lowes, a BVPC Member, passed away on March 11, 2016. Kim joined the Club in 2013. She was a member of 
the Book Club and Co-Secretary for the Management Team in 2015. 
 

 
 

 

In memoriam 
Bill Gould, who joined the BV Probus Club in 2011, passed away on April 9, 2016.  Bill was a member of the Hiking 
Group. 



       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                

 

Grapevine Team 

Editor 
Chris Rickard 

Reporters 
Opportunities for you!  

Distribution 
Barb Thompson 

Website Maintenance 
Barb Thompson  
Cheryl Besley 

Technical Advisor 
Mike Seagram 

 

The Last Word 
Submitted by Past President Howard Kitchen 

      “Many eyes go though the meadow, but few see the flowers in it”    -

Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Support Group 

Do you know of a member who needs encouragement to get through a 
difficult period? 

Please do not hesitate to call Mary Armstrong who is the contact for April 
or any one of the Management team. 

Next months contact is Marg Nattress 

Carol Hethrington, coordinator 
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Our Speaker for April 
Our  speaker for the April 26 Probus meeting is Sandra Hong, the Public Education 
Coordinator for the Alzheimer Society of Grey\Bruce.   
Her experience has grown from her work in hospital, community and long term care 
facilities.  For the past six years, Sandra’s role has been to educate health care 
professionals and caregivers on best practices in dementia care.  Through the programs 
offered by the Alzheimer Society of Grey\Bruce, Sandra is able to help individuals with a 
diagnosis of dementia in understanding  the diagnosis and to focus on their abilities not their 
deficits and to adapt to the challenges in their lives. 
 
The Awareness Campaign this year was titled “BE THERE FOR THOSE WHO ARE #STILL 
HERE”. 
Sandra looks forward to meeting and informing everyone! 
 

A woman noticed her husband standing on the bathroom scale, sucking in his stomach.  “That’s not going to help,” she said. 
 
“Sure it does,” he said.  “It’s the only way I can see the numbers” 
 


