
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volume 15, Issue 10 

E-mail address: beavervalleyprobus@beavervalleyprobus.com        Web-Site: www.beavervalleyprobus.com 
  

 Box 148, Clarksburg, Ontario N0H 1J0 

President’s Message 

Our November meeting drew a crowd of over 200 people to 

hear Rowland Fleming’s presentation on the wealth gap and 

the socio-economic impact it is having on society as the 

rich get richer and the poor get poorer. His presentation 
was very well thought out and heightened our awareness of 

the situation. Elsewhere in this issue of The Grapevine you 

will find a list of books and readings that he suggested. 

The Christmas Lunch will be held at Lora Bay Golf Club on 
Tuesday December 8th 2015. The social gathering starts at 

11:30AM and the lunch at 12:30PM.  

PLEASE WEAR YOUR PROBUS NAME BADGE. The cost is subsidized by our Club 

so a ticket is only $26.00. Come and enjoy good friendship, good food and 
prizes. See the notice elsewhere in this issue of The Grapevine. 

Membership renewal forms have been mailed to all members in October. If you 

haven’t done so already, please complete the form, sign the waiver, include 

your cheque to Beaver Valley Probus and mail it all to the address on the 

renewal form. Alternatively, bring the form and cheque to the November 
meeting. Deadline is Dec. 1, 2015. 

The Nominating Committee needs your help. Please volunteer your services for 

the next year and become a member of the management group, lead an 

activity group or assist with the coffee service at our meetings.  Contact 
Catherine Pepper, Joanne Vivona or Howard Kitchen. 

World War 1 started 101 years ago this November. Remembrance Day services 

will be held on Tuesday November 11th at the Cenotaph in Clarksburg – 11AM, 

and at the Cenotaph in Ravenna – at 1:00PM, and as well at Sunday services 
at most churches. 

Our speaker in November will be Michael Moir. His timely topic is “The Great 

War, the Great Lakes and the Collingwood Ship Building Industry”. 

I look forward to seeing you at the next meeting on Tuesday, November 24. 

Howard Kitchen 

 

Current Activities 
by Convener Joan Hammond 

(Details) 
Backroads Cycling 

Birding 
Book Club Chapter One 
Book Club Chapter Two 

Book Club Chapter Three 
Book Club Chapter Four 

Book Exchange 
BVP Computer Group 

Canoe / Kayak 
Casual Dining 

Chess 
Cooking Together 

Cue Sports 
Digital Photography 
Dining Around Town 

Dining with Flair 
Euchre 

Gardening 
Golf 

Hiking 
Marsh Street Painters 
Nordic Pole Walking 
Recreational Cycling 

Scrabble 
Singles Gourmet 

Ski Legends 
Snowshoeing 
Stitch & Bitch 

Support Group 
Table Tennis 
Travel Group 
Wood Carving 

Activity groups are self sustained. 
Participate – Volunteer 

but above all - have fun and enjoy 

 
 

 “Please be advised that all 
events and activities of the 

Beaver Valley Probus Club 

are organized for the 
benefit and enjoyment of its 

Members. Individuals who 
participate do so at their 

own risk and are 

responsible for their own 
safety”. 

 

 

  
Is this really winter? Our pole walking group taken on November 3rd. 

 

mailto:beavervalleyprobus@beavervalleyprobus.com
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/club-activities.cfm


 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking forward to seeing you at our next meeting at the 
Beaver Valley Community Centre on Tuesday Nov 29th 

starting with fellowship at 1.00-1.30pm 

“Please remember to wear your 
name badge to all Probus 

events.” 
 

Activity Group Update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

******************************************************************************************************* 
TRAVEL: There has been great interest in the Madeira, Azores and central Portugal trip. However we need 18-20 

people to do deposits to hold space for departure 08-21 May 2016. If you have been putting off making a 
decision please proceed and call as soon as possible. It is a fascinating and reasonably priced trip.   

Peter Zahradnik or Gloria Thompson 

SKI LEGENDS: Ski season is just around the corner and Ski Legends is ready and willing to help you get the most out of it. 
Our Website is www.Probusskilegends.ca and it will help keep you informed about upcoming social events, ski days and ski trips. 
The first event to kick the season off is: Skiis and Biikes, Wine and Cheese, Wednesday, December 9th, 7:00 to 9:00 pm. It is a 
free, members only event. It is your chance to meet other members, pick up your badge, buy tickets to other events, sign up for 
ski trips, and learn about upcoming ski days at local private clubs. You can also do some Christmas shopping, with a  20% 
discount the night of the event and 15% for the rest of the season. Buy a seasonal ski tune package for $150. 
Second event of the season is a Free Breakfast at Toronto Ski Club. Monday January 4th, 8:30 to 10:00 am and another chance to 
meet other members and find some people to ski with. 

Your Ski Legends Representatives for this winter are Louise Donegani, Bruce Trimbee, and Wilf Phillips 

BOOK CLUB #4: In October seven of us met at Brenda Woodburn’s.  The Storied Life of A. J. Fikry was reviewed by Cathie 
Gellatly.  The general consensus was although a nice read it lacked character development. 
Our plan for the next few months is as follows:  
Nov. 17 THE INVENTION OF WINGS by SUE MONK KIDD.     Dec 15 THE LANGUAGE OF FLOWERS by DEFFENBAUGH.   
Jan 19 MY BRILLIANT FRIEND by ELENA FERRANTI.                          Feb 16 A TAKE FOR THE TIME BEING by OZECKI. 

DINING AROUND TOWN:  For photographs of our dine-around group at the Pottery restaurant November 4th. Click here 

SINGLES GOURMET: Our last event before Christmas is on November 22nd at 1pm. It will be a demo meal [and dine] at Loblaw’s 
in Collingwood. You register at the info desk, then proceed upstairs to the kitchens. A local chef will be there for us. I have 
attended a few lately and it is quite interesting watching how they handle food and their attitudes. For example, from Chef Eric 
from Canoe…..”Your body isn’t a temple, it is a playground”….so enjoy your food.   Gloria Thompson 

 

 
 

 

 

         

       

 

 
Twenty four Probus Club members enjoyed a day trip to Stratford by bus to see “Carousel” at The Stratford 

Theatre. It was a fine day with a great lunch on the way and a wonderful performance with exceptional songs 

and music. Our thanks goes to Stella Zahradnik for her planning and coordination of the event. 

 

http://www.probusskilegends.ca/
http://beavervalleyprobus.com/public_docs/documents/Dinning%20around%20town.docx


 

 

 

  

The Master Gardener’s Corner - Things to do in or for your garden in November.             John Hethrington 

Things to do in your garden each month taken from the Ontario Master Gardener Calendar by John Hethrington, Past President, 
Master Gardeners of Ontario. For more information, or your copy of the 11” x 17” calendar of the full year’s tips for a $1 
contribution to Master Gardeners. 

 

 Pull the plants out and empty the soil from your pots and other containers into your compost pile; clean them 
thoroughly and store them.  

 Try potting up some spring bulbs like amaryllis and paper white narcissus and force them into bloom for 
Christmas and/or for late winter indoor colour. Different bulbs will require various lengths of cold to flower, so 
read the product packaging carefully. Store the bulbs in an area where they will not freeze (about 5°C). A 
fridge or cold cellar will work well for this. 

 Complete winterization procedures for plants, containers, hoses and all other garden equipment. 

 Protect young trees from rodents by using collars or plastic protectors. 

 Hill up your hybrid Tea and Floribunda roses with 10 inches of compost covering the stems, or use a metal or 
plastic “Rose Collar” and fill it with compost before the ground freezes.  

 Create one or more winter/Christmas urns using a variety of evergreen branches. Find some with berries and 
add colour with red dogwood and dried hydrangea blossoms. 

 Check mulch levels in garden. Add more compost or leaves if you have them. 

 Order seed catalogues for next spring. 

 

 

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

The nominating committee for 2016 started meeting in October to plan for our Annual Meeting in 

February. A slate of officers will be presented then for the membership to endorse (vote on).  

Would you like to be part of the management committee? Would you like to know more about the 

committee positions?  Our Probus Club thrives on Volunteerism. 

Please call one of us if interested. Catharine Pepper, Chair.   Howard Kitchen.    Joanne Vivona. 

 

      FOR THE BIRDS                      Peter Edwards 

So on the first day of October I decide to get out the pole mounted bird 
feeder. I did this because my two brothers-in-law were visiting from The 
Netherlands, and they had commented on the many different types of birds 
they had seen around our property. They watched through the kitchen 
window as I screwed the pole into the ground, giving me hand signals to align 
it. Suddenly there arose such a clatter...no not Santa's reindeer, but at 
least six Blue Jays squawking in the nearby tree, telling me to hurray up and 
fill the hopper. As I start to pour the seed in, a Chickadee lands on my arm. A 
Downy Woodpecker flits onto the already installed peanut feeder. 

The Blue Jays are threatening to dive bomb me if I don't get a move on. I see the brothers-in-law pointing and gesturing at 
the window. As soon as I came back inside the house, Mr. and Mrs. Cardinal made a grand appearance on the ground 
beneath the feeder. Several Juncos, Mourning Doves and a Chipmunk joined in. 
To my wife and I, this gathering of feathered friends was all too common. To my brothers-in-law, it became an afternoon of 
searching through the Peterson Field Guide on Eastern Birds, to identify those winged and wonderful creatures.  
 

 
 

A REQUEST FOR HELP FROM A MEMBER "The Nottawasaga Model Railway club is building a new model railway at Olden 

Days' Farm.  The model will be a prototype of the railway that ran from Collingwood to Meaford.  We are looking for photographs 
of any structures along the line and one big need right now is for a photograph or drawing showing the entrance side of the 

Thornbury station.  We have photographs and drawings taken from the "track side."  If you have such information, please contact 
Donald Posluns. 

    A THANK YOU  Meryl White wishes to let the club know how much she appreciated the Get Well Card from the 
Probus Club. She is well enough now to travel to Florida for the winter.  Belonging to a club of such magnitude and receiving a 
note of encouragement meant a great deal.  We thoroughly enjoy being members of The Beaver Valley Probus Club.  
  



 

 

       

 

 

 
 

 

                                

 

 

Newspaper Team 

Editor 
David Morgan 

Reporters 
Caroline Bacher &  

Nancy Seppala 
Distribution 

Barb Thompson 
Website Maintenance 

Barb Thompson  
Cheryl Besley 

Technical Advisor 
Mike Seagram 

 

Our Speaker for November 

Michael Moir 
THE GREAT WAR, THE GREAT LAKES and the COLLINGWOOD SHIPBUILDING COMPANY 

Michael Moir is the Head of the Clara Thomas Archives and Special Collections of York University Libraries.  He 
was the Archivist for the Toronto Harbour Commissioners from 1984 to 1994 when he first developed his interest in 
Canadian maritime history.  He was appointed Director of Corporate Records Systems and City Archivist for the 
newly amalgamated City of Toronto in 1998 and joined York University in 2004.  Michael serves on the Council of 
the Canadian Nautical Research Society and is currently working on a history of Canadian shipbuilding during the 
Great War. 
The campaign against Allied shipping at the onset of WW1 resulted in unsustainable losses of merchant freighters.  
By early 1917, Britain faced food shortages.  Their response to this crisis included a campaign to build new ships 
that could carry cargo and defend coastal waters. 
Canadian shipyards benefitted from this program, building freighters and steamships.   The demand for labour and 
steel became more heated when the Canadian Government Merchant Marine was launched in 1918 with orders for 
45 steamships.  The Collingwood Shipbuilding Co. played a prominent role. 
This presentation will also look at Collingwood’s role in preparing Canada to pursue the prospect of post-war trade 
and commerce. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 
 

                                    
                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                  

 
 

The Last Word 
Submitted by Past President Catharine Pepper 

November’s sky is chills and drear, November’s leaf is red and sear. 

Marmion 1808 

 

 
 

Support Group 

Do you know of a member who needs encouragement to get through a 
difficult period? 

Please do not hesitate to call Mary Dillon who is the contact for November   

or any one of the Management team. 

Next months contact is Doreen Bowins. 
. 

. 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Quiz this month tests your 
memory of sounds of yesteryear. 

Click here 

Correct answers for the Oct. 
quiz, were submitted  

by  

Jennifer Baker.  
Bruce Leigh. 

For answers to last months quiz 
Click here 

 

 

 

PROBUS CHRISTMAS BRUNCH

Tuesday 8th Dec 2015. 

This year at the Lora Bay Club 

11.30 Social time, Lunch at 12.30 prompt. 

Tickets will be on sale at the November Probus meeting:  

Cheques only please. 

Only 150 tickets will be available, so book early 

Cost Members $26, Guests $36.  

Menu: petit traditional turkey lunch, coffee/Tea and dessert.   

Door prizes 

  

THE WEALTH & INCOME GAP 
For recommended and interesting reading provided by last months excellent 
speaker Rowland Fleming please   Click here 

http://beavervalleyprobus.com/public_docs/documents/SOUNDS%20OF%20YESTERYEAR.docx
http://beavervalleyprobus.com/public_docs/documents/Quiz%20answers.docx
http://beavervalleyprobus.com/public_docs/documents/THE%20Wealth%20Gap%20reading%20list.docx

