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Volume 14, Issue 12 

E-mail address: beavervalleyprobus@beavervalleyprobus.com        Web-Site: www.beavervalleyprobus.com 
  Current Activities 

by Convener Joan Hammond 

(details) 
Backroads Cycling 

Book Club Chapter One 
Book Club Chapter Two 

Book Club Chapter Three 
Birding 

BVP Computer Group 
Canoe / Kayak 
Casual Dining 

Chess 
Cooking Together 

Cue Sports 
Digital Photography 

Dining with Flair 
Euchre 

Gardening 
Golf 

Hiking 
Marsh Street Painters 
Nordic Pole Walking 
Recreational Cycling 

Scrabble 
Singles Gourmet 

Ski Legends 
Snowshoeing 
Stitch & Bitch 

Support Group 
Table Tennis 

Wood Carving 
Activity groups are self sustained. 

Participate – Volunteer 
but above all-have fun and enjoy 
 

 Box 148, Clarksburg, Ontario N0H 1J0 

President’s Message 

What an interesting and accomplished speaker we had at our November meeting. 
It was fascinating to hear about this CPR ship and its place in our Canadian history. 
If you listen to the Midland FM Radio station, you probably already had heard 
about the “Keewatin” docked in Port McNicoll.  Here in west Simcoe and south 
Grey, it may have been a new topic. Hopefully, we can arrange a tour next spring 
or summer and experience our speakers’ enthusiasm for this ship. Hope everyone 
has time in December to observe their favourite traditions with family and friends. 
I am amazed how December becomes so exciting each year despite decisions to 
pare down and go slowly. The decorations, the music, the sales, the concerts, the 
snow, all entice us into the spirit of the season. 
Thanks to all the management committee for their support, 
and to the activity leaders and volunteers who give their time 
and energy to our Probus Club. We also appreciate all the 
members who participate in the meetings. We do have an 
energetic and vibrant club. Happy Holiday Wishes to all.         

Regards, Catharine Pepper 

“Please be advised that all events 

and activities of the Beaver 

Valley Probus Club are 

organized for the benefit and 

enjoyment of its Members. 

Individuals who participate do so 

at their own risk and are 

responsible for their own safety”. 

 

O Canada: The slideshow. 
Do you have a picture of winter in Canada that we could use in a future presentation? If you have one (or more) please email 
them to bvpcmembership@gmail.com . We are also looking for your favourite pictures of Canada: think water, trees, cottage 
life, mountains, notable buildings, monuments or any other picture that celebrates this beautiful country.   
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 ACTIVITY GROUP UPDATES 

SKI LEGENDS; Beaver Valley Probus representatives:  Bob Muir, Louise Donegani, Wilf Phillips 
Once again Ski Legends will start the ski season for members with a free Welcome Back Breakfast at Toronto Ski Club (TSC) on 
January 5th from 8:30 to 10 a.m. Information on the ski trips and ski days at the private Collingwood clubs will be available. 
Also, tickets may be purchased for the Dinner Dance with Louis Lefaive on January 21st and the Luncheon and Après Ski with the 
Regal Jazz Band February 25th. Membership badges will be available for pick up. The breakfast is a wonderful time to mix, meet 
and reconnect with your ski friends so we hope to see you there. 
UPCOMING EVENTS FOR DECEMBER AND JANUARY 
Wed. Dec 3:  Wine and Cheese at Skiis and Biikes 7:00 - 9:00 pm.  Members only, no charge. 
Mon. Jan 5:  Breakfast at Toronto Ski Club (TSC) 8:30 - 10:00 am.  No charge for members. 
Wed. Jan 14:  Ski day at Devil's Glen 
Wed. Jan 21:  Dinner dance at TSC with Louis Lefaive.  Cost:  Legends members $50.00; Guests $60.00. 
Ski trip to Aspen/Snowmass from Jan. 27 to Feb 3, 2015 
Don't forget you can get your latest information about Ski Legends by checking our website www.probusskilegends.ca 

SOCIAL: Things to look forward to in 2015 – Observatory tour in May, S.S. Keewatin in June, Drayton-King’s Wharf Theatre in 
July and Stratford in October 

SINGLES GOURMET: Thank you Joan Liddiard for allowing us to use your home for our happy-cocktails at the end of November . 
We do not meet again until Jan 25th at 1pm. The theme is ALBERTA cuisine.  Our hosts are Peggy Corson and Ruth Beerli. The 
6months deep freeze from 2014 has convinced many people to "get out of Dodge" this year.  Our Feb numbers are looking 
bleak with vacancies.  They say that if you give a person a fish it will feed them for a day. If you teach them to use the internet 

they won’t bother you for weeks, months, maybe years.         Gloria 
Thompson 

 
 

 
 

 

TEN WAYS TO EMBRACE WINTER by Nancy Seppala 
This year you decided not to join the flock of snowbirds flying south.  Instead you thought you would embrace winter, but now 
after intense snow squalls and deep drifts, you are wondering whether you have made the right decision. Worry not – here are 
ten ways to embrace winter on the shores of Georgian Bay. 

1.  If you haven’t already done so, join one or two of Probus Club’s activity groups.  They will get you out skiing and 
snowshoeing, or if you are staying in you can be dining, cooking, or playing table tennis with friends. 

2. Check out the events calendar of your local library.  For example, the Town of the Blue Mountains library offers 
assistance in learning to use an iPad or Android Device whereas the Meaford library has a program where it offers one 
on one technical help.  

3. Consider volunteering.  The benefits to the volunteer are many and range from fighting depression to developing new 
talents, making new friends and gaining a sense of achievement.    

4. Take out a membership to a gym or swim class.  It is never too late to learn something new.  For example, Yoga has 
many benefits such as stress relief, enhancing strength and flexibility, and just getting you out of your home.  Whatever 
activity you begin, start slowly and gently.  You aren’t the contortionist you used to be. 

5. Ensure you have proper clothing for winter outings. There is never a day which is too cold, just one for which you are 
not dressed warmly enough.  Put on your woollies and get out for a walk on those crisp winter days. 

6. Make certain that you are eating healthy foods.  Try a new recipe each week to make your dinners a little more 
interesting.  Sunshine is weak so remember to make certain you are getting enough Vitamin D in some form. 

7. If you enjoy movies, why not join the Collingwood Cinema Club or attend the movies at Meaford Hall?  Both venues 
screen thought-provoking films, guaranteed to keep your mind active. 

8. Join a curling club.  Fear not.  You won’t have to get yourself into a lunge from which you may never stand up again.  
Many older curlers learn to “throw” the rock with a stick and some have become very adept at this. Even if you have 
never played before, you will learn the game and perhaps begin to enjoy watching some of the bonspiels at the rink. 

9. Feed the birds.  Perhaps in years past you tired of trekking out to the birdfeeder, through the snow, filling it for our 
feathered friends.  But it is important to help the birds get through the winter and it is fun to see what visitors arrive.    

10. And finally, look into the many museums and art galleries from Collingwood to Owen Sound and plan to visit one each 
week.   Two which immediately come to mind and are well worth seeing are the Grey Roots Museum and Archives and 
the Tom Thompson Art Gallery both in Owen Sound. If you don’t want to drive quite so far on a snowy winter day, 
there are several art galleries in our Probus Club area to pique your artistic interest.  

Keeping active this winter will stimulate both your mind and body and before you know it spring will be just around the corner. 
 

http://www.probusskilegends.ca/
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NEWS************-TRAVEL CLUB RESUSCITATION************NEWS 
I was asked by several people recently, to renew the travel group, as we had some great trips and the section is down. 
I pondered this and eventually asked Barb McCullough to assist me and she will do so. In order to do this, we need to do a 
survey of what the members would like.  The last travel group stated their wishes in a survey and we did all the trips, with great 
success, over about 7 years. So, if interested, think about your bucket lists, and you can travel with a group that you will 
become very close to, after sharing a major experience. After offering trips to our Probus, we often opened it up to other 
Probus groups and local people. I believe this also is a great benefit to people who are on their own, to avoid the single 
supplement. In fact, I would like to start a section where singles can submit their names and travel plans and are looking for a 
roomie. 
At the ACTIVITIES FAIR, there will be a table for you to sign up your interests and we will go from there. You can also email 
your interests to me or to Barb McCullough at our emails as per the membership list; Iceland, Hawaiian Ils, Ireland or Scotland, 
Vietnam Cambodia Laos, Skiing in Europe, Hiking or touring in Croatia, Chile or  Peru, Norway coastal ship, small ship 
adventures, South Africa, Maldives, Sri Lanka, Bhutan......let us know if you would like this program in your Probus activities 
again.      

Thanks-Gloria Thompson and Barb McCullough 
 

RETIREMENT PLANNING  [Stolen from the internet by your Editor] 

Does retirement planning and preparation have to be so hard and serious? Absolutely not... and here's my favourite retirement 
story ever to prove it. 

Outside England’s Bristol Zoo there is a parking lot for 150 cars and 8 buses. For 25 years, its parking fees were managed by a 
very pleasant attendant. The fees for cars were $3.00 and $11.00 for buses. 

Then, one day, after 25 solid years of never missing a day of work, he just didn’t show up; so the zoo management called the city 
council and asked them to send them another parking agent. 

The council did some research and replied that the parking lot was the zoo’s own responsibility. The zoo advised the council 
that the attendant was a city employee. The city council responded that the lot attendant had never been on the city payroll. 

Meanwhile, sitting somewhere off the coast of Spain or France in a beautiful villa is a man who’d apparently had a ticket 
machine installed completely on his own and then had simply begun to show up every day, collecting the parking fees, 
estimated at about $900 a day for 25 years. 

Assuming 7 days a week, this amounts to approximately 11 million US dollars… and no one even knows his name. 

While I can’t endorse this strategy, I do endorse the laughter and smiles that the story does offer. Advisors today are constantly 
forced to look for new and creative ways to differentiate and connect with clients on a new level, to make sure they have a plan 
to: 

 Make retirement a time of life that is truly meaningful 
 Replace their career identity and re-invent themselves 
 Initiate important conversations to strengthen their relationships and stay connected to family and friends 
 Avoid the dark side of retirement 
 Develop wellness habits for their body, mind, and spirit 
 Join a church 
 Volunteer to help others [Like volunteering at BVO] 
 Fill their time with meaningful things [Like joining a Probus activity group] 

Have a very wonderful and meaningful Christmas; share your goodwill with others, particularly those in need. 
 
 
Okay folks, this is not joke time. There is no humour here. I know you would rather not think about it. Sadly, however, it is 
something that many of us, and our families, need to know. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HdpH4Yt7eUo 
 

This carwash is in West Kelowna, B.C. It's in the Petrocan Service Station by the big Mall 
the problem started when the owner complained that he was losing significant amounts of money from his coin 
machines each week.                                       To see the reason Click here 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HdpH4Yt7eUo
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/public_docs/documents/This%20carwash%20is%20in%20West%20Kelowna.docx
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Newspaper Team 

Editor 
David Morgan 

Reporters 
Caroline Bacher  
Nancy Seppala 

Distribution 

Barb Thompson 
Website Maintenance 

Barb Thompson  

 

 

The Quiz this month focuses on 

things very old. 

Test your knowledge of by 

clicking here 

November winners: 
 Murray Lamont & Gordon 

Baker 

There is a prize draw from all 
winners at the Christmas lunch 

 

Speaker for January - Mark Neukom  

“Grandma and Grandpa – Do you hear the birds singing?” 
Mark Neukom is a certified Audiologist at Blue 
Mountain Audiology in Thornbury. Mark is a 
graduate of Western University with a degree in 
Master of Clinical Science (M.Cl.Sc.) Audiology. He 
also has degrees in engineering and music and 
work experience in these fields. Hearing is 
essential to allow us to communicate thoughts, 
feelings and ideas with one another. Hearing loss 
is the third most chronic medical condition that is 
experienced by the general population. Loss of 
hearing may lead to depression, isolation, 
embarrassment and in some cases, dementia. 

An Audiologist is responsible for helping to rehabilitate the auditory system. Mark is passionate about improving people’s 
ability to communicate with one another. 

Improve your life, come and HEAR Mark. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                  

 
    

Support Group 

Do you know of a member who needs encouragement to get through a difficult period? 
Please do not hesitate to call Doreen Bowins who is the contact for November or any one 

of the Management team. Next months contact is Eileen Scott. 

 

The Last Word 

Submitted by Past President Peter Armstrong 
"It came without ribbons! It came without tags!" It came without packages, boxes or 

bags!"...Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't before! "Maybe Christmas", he 
thought, "doesn't come from a store. Maybe Christmas perhaps. means a little bit more!"- 

Dr. Seuss, "How the Grinch Stole Christmas". 

 
 

  

Our next meeting is Tuesday January 27th at the Community Centre 1.00pm social time meeting at 1.30pm 
 

PROBUS MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
The due date for membership renewal was Dec 1st. If you haven’t renewed yet or 
are resigning, please advise Terry or Vicki Kellar at bcpcmembership@gmail.com 

or by telephone. 

This says it all....... 
Pythagoras' Theorem: .............................24 words. 
Lord's Prayer: ................................................ 66 words.  
Archimedes' Principle: ..................................67 words. 
Ten Commandments: ...........................................179 words. 
Gettysburg Address: .....................................................286 words. 
US Declaration of Independence: ................................1,300 words. 
US Constitution with all 27 Amendments: ..............................7,818 words. 
EU Regulations on the Sale of CABBAGES: ..................................26,911 words. 
 

 

 

http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/public_docs/documents/December%20Quiz.docx
mailto:bcpcmembership@gmail.com

