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  Beaver Valley Probus Club 

The Grapevine 

 

Current Activities 
by  

Viv Alper Activities Convener 

(details) 
 

Book Club Chapter One 
Book Club Chapter Too 

Book Club Chapter Three 
Canasta 

Casual Dining 
Computer 

Cooking Together 
Cue Sports 

Digital Photography 
Dining About Town** 

Euchre 
Euchre 2 

Gourmet (Not Really) 
Marsh Street Painters 

Scrabble 
Singles Gourmet 

Ski  Legends 
Snowshoeing 
Stitch & Bitch 
Table Tennis 

Travel 
Wood Carving 

 
**The current Coordinators of 
this Group are stepping aside; 

any member(s) who are 
interested in taking over  

should be in contact with them. 
 

 

E-mail address: beavervalleyprobus@beavervalleyprobus.com     Web-Site: www.beavervalleyprobus.com 

 

"Please be advised that all events 
and activities of the Beaver Valley 
Probus Club are organized for the 
benefit and enjoyment of its 
Members. Individuals who 
participate do so at their own risk 
and are responsible for their own 
safety”. 

 

Date:  December 2013 
Volume 13, Issue 12 

 

Box 148, Clarksburg, Ontario N0H 1J0 
 

President’s message 
Here we are with another busy year to reflect upon – both with our Probus Club 

and with all the other good things we enjoy. Yes, we are another year older with 

the usual new and old creaks and groans, but on balance we can look back on 2013 

and count our blessings. 

Our November speaker, David Wilding-Davies, gave us a very interesting update 

on Ashanti Coffee. What a roller coaster ride it has been for David and his family. 

How fortunate we are to have Ashanti Coffee part of our community.    

As you have no doubt heard, our annual Christmas Party at the Georgian Bay Club 

is sold out. It should be a festive luncheon with good food and fellowship in a 

beautiful setting. We look forward to seeing you there. 

In closing, Mary and I wish you all a delightful holiday season and a happy and 

healthy 2014. 

       Peter Armstrong 

OF CHRISTMAS EVES PAST 
 

Both my sets of grandparents came to Canada early in the last century. They 

brought with them rich cultural and culinary traditions, as well as an abiding faith in 

Catholicism. Christmas Eve signaled the greatest celebration, but to me, a young 

child who did not like fish, the meatless status of the feast was nigh intolerable.  

 

A table long enough to accommodate grandmother, uncles, aunts, cousins, and 

parents sat glittering with china and silverware. The first course was a sour wild 

mushroom soup with mushrooms picked from our bountiful forests, hung and dried 

in the fall. Then came the herring, breaded perch, salmon stuffed with oysters, a 
potent mixture of sauerkraut with dried peas, and mounds of mashed potatoes. 

 

 At the end of the meal came the magic part. Everyone sat replete at the table and 

sang “kolendy”: Polish carols.  A lullaby to the Christ child written by Chopin 

always made me cry. The Gloria with the chorus in Latin was another highlight. 

 

At eleven o’clock, my dad would carry me sleeping into the cold night for the drive 

to midnight mass in the Polish church. The women wore their muskrat, Persian 

lamb, or mink coats with matching hats and we all crowded into the church. The 

crèche was awe-inspiring to me. The warmth, the nearness of all the furs, the 

women’s scents, and the congregation singing with the choir lulled me into sleep 

again, secure in the community and my family.  

                      Joanne Vivona           

 

http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/BVP%20Activities.htm
mailto:beavervalleyprobus@beavervalleyprobus.com
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/
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Upcoming Club Events  

Stratford, Wednesday October 8, 2014, Crazy For You, Festival Theatre. The New Gershwin Musical – Sent to Deadrock Nevada to 
foreclose on a derelict theatre, banker Bobby Child falls for its owner’s daughter, Polly Baker.  Can he reconcile the demands of 
duty and love – and his dreams of dancing.  “I Got Rhythm”, Nice Work if you Can Get It” are just some of the gems in this 
dynamic musical’s dazzling score.    More details in January 2014.     Stella Zahradnik  

               
 

Click here 

For snow sports 
items for sale 

Click here 
For a generator 

for sale 

Thanks to Joanne Knight for helping to prepare 

the delicious Ashanti coffee this month.  

As always, refreshments are ready at 1 pm. 

Volunteers are never turned away and are 

always welcome. 

 

 

 

MILESTONES 
I Remember Submitted by Jim O’Brien 

I remember in 1939 moving from the Beaches in Toronto out to the country in Etobicoke to what was left of my 
grandfather's farm.   It was on Bloor St., near where that ended at #27 highway - with my 3 room Eatonville School 
on the corner (which had no indoor plumbing at that time).   It was great fun in winter to pelt the girl's outdoor 
toilet with snowballs when they were using it at recess.  I do remember one time when the principal, who taught 
grades 6, 7, & 8, caught us red-handed.   Red-faced and angry, he pointed and shouted, "You! You! You!....Up to the 
office!  You are all going to get the strap".   "But Mr. Leitch," I said.  "I wasn't throwing any snowballs".   Now 
whether it was my angelic innocent looking face, or the fact that my mother was the supply teacher for the 4 public 
schools in Etobicoke, I don't know.  But I was about the only boy who did not get the strap that day.   Lessons 
learned: it's not what you know, it's who you know.  Or an acting ability is a very good asset. 
 

 

  Seven years ago I announced to my wife that it would be best to emigrate from the UK to Canada and enjoy the 
benefits of Canadian life. We embarked upon the seven year journey to citizenship. 
Canada has an exacting procedure which involves the completion of detailed forms and 
full disclosure. One must take part in several interviews by phone and in person. Once 
accepted I came to Canada as a Permanent Citizen. Three years later the process was 
almost complete and citizenship was within my grasp. After a final interview in a 
government office in Mississauga, I attended the citizenship swearing-in ceremony with 
new citizens from thirty different countries.   For more pictures      Click here 

 
 

Canadian, Eh! Submitted by Paul Green 
 

Support Group 
Do you know of a member 
who needs encouragement to 
get through a difficult period?   

Please don’t hesitate to call:  

 December Doreen Bowins 
[January Eileen Scott] 

or any one on the Management 
Team 

 

 
 

And then it’s winter Submitted by Dave Perham 

You know, time has a way of moving quickly and catching you unaware of the passing years. It seems just 
yesterday that I was young, just married and embarking on my new life with my mate. Yet in a way, it seems like 
eons ago, and I wonder where all the years went. I know that I lived them all. I have glimpses of how it was back 
then and of all my hopes and dreams.                                                
 But, here it is - the ' back nine' of my life and it catches me by surprise. How did I get here so fast? Where did the 
years go and where did my youth go? I remember vividly seeing older people through the years and thinking that 
those older people were years away from me and that ' I was only on the first hole' and the ' back nine' was so far 
off that I could not fathom it or imagine fully what it would be like.      

         To read more of this delightful article Click here 
 

 

http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/Newsletters/Dec_2013/Snow%20sports%20items.pdf
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/Newsletters/Dec_2013/Generator.pdf
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/Newsletters/Dec_2013/Pauls%20pictures.pdf
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/Newsletters/Dec_2013/AND%20THEN%20IT%20IS%20WINTER.pdf
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Activity Group Update 
Dining Around Town: On November 13; 30 members enjoyed a great evening at the Huron Club in Collingwood. There is a 
change in date for the January Dining Around Town event. We will now be going to SISI Trattoria in Thornbury on January 15 
instead of January 8. On February 12 we will have a pub night at Piper’s in Thornbury. The co-ordinator for the January event 
is Phyllis Thomas. The co-ordinator for February is Joan Uglow. 

Nordic Pole Walking: We had a wonderful season for Pole Walking this year. We started in late April and had our last walk 
November 5 with very few walk cancellations due to bad weather. Our little group continues to grow each year as we keep 
fit while enjoying each other’s company.  Have a great winter and I look forward to walking with you next spring. 

Ski Legends up-coming events:  Monday January 6, Free Breakfast Mix and Meet, at TSC, 8:30am until 10:00am. Another 
chance to pick up your badge, meet other skiers and get information on our other activities. 
Thursday January 26, Dinner Dance at TSC.  Wednesday, January 29, Ski Day at Devil's Glen. We still have room on the ski trip 
to Sun Peaks, the last week of March. Representatives: Louise Donegani, Bob Muir, Wilf Phillips 
Back Roads Cycling: 2013 was a good year for cycling with the weather behaving most of the time. We added a couple of 
new routes to our repertoire and, once again enjoyed our favourite routes which we look forward to each year. Thank you to 
everyone who led rides and hosted our post ride lunches and end of season party. We ended the season with our annual pot 
luck dinner on October 31. Twenty three people attended (cyclists and partners). Some came dressed for Halloween. It was a 
great party! Next year our scheduling format will have some changes but more about that in the New Year. 
Have a great winter. See you next spring.  Nancy Hart 
Snowshoeing Activity Group: So far, the weather is “looking good” for the snowshoe group who have planned weekly 
outings in January and February.  The locations chosen will provide easy to moderate exercise and will include stops to 
admire the surroundings.  Those interested will meet for lunch and socializing after the outing. Bill Rogers, one of the activity 
members, is able to borrow free snowshoes from a sports store in Collingwood for those who don’t have snowshoes but 
would like to try snowshoeing.  Over a hundred Probus members signed up for snowshoeing at the Activity Fair and at the 
November meeting.  Don’t be alarmed by this number - our usual turnout is around 30.  Additional members are always 
welcome, and are asked to contact:  John Dick or Dave or Eileen Robinson 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Smiles      [Well I did ask for new and interesting items, this submitted by Ray and May Stothers]  
A six-year-old goes to the hospital with her grandmother to visit her grandpa. When they get to the hospital she runs ahead 
of her grandma and bursts into her grandpa's room. 
 "Grandpa, Grandpa!" she says excitedly. "As soon as grandma comes into the room, make a noise like a frog!" 
 "What?" remarked grandpa."Why should I do that? 
 "Make a noise like a frog, because grandma said that as soon as you croak we're all going to Disneyworld!" 

  

The Master Gardener’s Corner 
Things to do in your garden each month taken from the Ontario Master Gardener Calendar by John Hethrington, Past President, 

Master Gardeners of Ontario. For more information, or your copy of the 11” x 17” calendar of the full year’s tips for a $1 contribution 

to Master Gardeners, call John Hetherington. 

December: These are things that you should have done before we had all the snow. Just in case we get a mild spell and 

some rain to wash away the snow, here are a few things you still can do.  
 Loosely wrap evergreens and especially rhododendrons with Burlap. It is better to use 3 tomato stakes and make a 

triangle of burlap 6” away from the plant. The objective is to break the wind and shield it from the winter sun. 

 Protect young trees and shrubs from rodents with spiral plastic wraps. I know they are ugly, but they are white to 

reflect the sun. 

 Wash all your garden tools. Wipe the metal parts with a 3-in-1oil soaked cloth. If you really want to be fancy, wipe 

the wooden handles with linseed oil. 

 Make sure you have stocked up on firewood for the winter.  

 If we get a break in the weather, with all the snow cover we have, the ground should not be frozen yet. That means 

you can still plant those spring bulbs that were forgotten in your garage or cellar. I have planted tulips on Christmas 

Day in my garden by the sidewalk in Toronto. When an elderly gentleman passed by, he asked me, “Whatever are 

you doing?” I told him “It’s an old Hethrington tradition to plant tulips on Christmas Day”. He shuffled off shaking 

his head, but there were blooms in April. 

 Inside, check to see that your humidifier is maintaining the humidity at over 40% to benefit house plants and people.  

 Order seed catalogues and start dreaming. 

 Put lots of garden tools and garden books on your Christmas list        Merry Christmas from John Hethrington 
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No Quiz this month however a 

draw will take place at the 

Christmas lunch to pick the winner 

from the correct submissions 

during this past year 

 

The Last Word 
submitted by Vicki Kellar 

 

Newspaper Team 
Editor 

David Morgan 
Reporter 

Your name here?? 
Distribution 

Barb Thompson 
Website Maintenance 

Sharon Black  
Technical Advisor 

Terry Kellar 
 

 Our Speaker for January 

Ryan Mundle is a teacher at Collingwood Collegiate 

and Vice-President of the Friends of Nancy Island. His 

interest in local history during the War of 1812 era was 

inspired by his summers spent working at Discovery 

Island and Nancy Island Historic Site. The topic of his 

power point presentation is the life and times of H.M.S. 

Nancy, both during the fur trade and, more importantly 

during the War of 1812. The story of the Nancy is not 

well known today, but it was very important to the 

outcome of the war. During his very animated 

presentation Ryan will wear the Lieutenant Wosley 

costume and sword. Don’t miss this extremely timely 

entertaining and educational presentation. 

    
                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                  

 
    

Look forward to seeing you at our 
next meeting       
Month XXth 

starting with Fellowship at 1–1:30 

 

The Last Word 
Submitted by Past President Vicki Kellar 

 

Look forward to seeing you at our next 
meeting at the Community Centre      

January 28th 
Starting with Fellowship at 1–1:30 

Snowed in.  Ole and Lena were sitting down to their usual cup of morning coffee, listening to the weather report on the 

radio. “There will be 3 to 5 inches of snow today and a snow emergency has been declared. You must park your cars on the 

odd numbered side of the streets”. Ole got up from his coffee and replied “Jeez, OK” 

Two days later, again they were both sitting with their cups of morning coffee and heard the forecast: “There will be a further 

3 to 6 inches of snow today and a snow emergency has been declared. You must park your cars on the even numbered side 

of the streets”. Ole got up from his coffee and said “Jeez, OK”. 

Three days later, they both were once again sitting down with their coffee and the weather forecast was “there will be 6 to 8 

inches of snow and a snow emergency has been declared. You must park your cars on the..” and then the power went out so 

Ole didn’t get the rest of the instructions. He said to Lena, “Jeez, what am I going to do now?” 

Lena replied, “Aw, Ole, just leave the car in the garage.”    Submitted by Murray Lamont 

 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/d/dale_evans.html

