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Beaver Valley Probus Club 

The Grapevine 

 

Current Activities 
by Viv Alper 

(details) 
 

Book Club Chapter One 
Book Club Chapter Too 

Book Club Chapter Three 
Canasta 

Casual Dining 
Computer 

Cooking Together 
Cue Sports 

Digital Photography 
Dining About Town 

Euchre 
Euchre 2 

Gourmet (not really) 
Marsh Street Painters 

Scrabble 
Singles Gourmet 

Ski Legends 
Snowshoeing 
Stitch & Bitch 
Table Tennis 

Travel 
Wood Carving 

 
 

E-mail address: beavervalleyprobus@beavervalleyprobus.com     Web-Site: www.beavervalleyprobus.com 

 

"Please be advised that all events 
and activities of the Beaver Valley 
Probus Club are organized for the 
benefit and enjoyment of its 
Members. Individuals who 
participate do so at their own risk 
and are responsible for their own 
safety”. 

 

Date:  February 2013 
Volume 13, Issue 2 

 
Box 148, Clarksburg, Ontario N0H 1J0 

 

Activity Group Diary 
This diary is titled “Activity Groups…. then and now!” and provides a 
description from the time of our first Activity Fair to now. It began 
with 16 groups and grew to the all time high of 35 that various 
leaders have organized to be enjoyed by their fellow members. 

For more click here. 

Quick Tips 
Submitted by Seija Wolf 

Why YOU should have a Computer, and USE it! 
This was written by Bill Patterson in 2004.  Today, in 
2013 most of the facts still stand and as he says at the 
end, there are new opportunities developing every 
day. We lost Bill and the Computer Group still feels his 
absence.  We are grateful that he left some of his 
wisdom behind.  Thanks Bill! 

Click here for Bill’s message. 

                                      
                            “The Roads (not) Taken” -  Here Ann  shares with us not only the 
                            opportunities she missed out on but many of the experiences  
                             accomplished and enjoyed.  To learn more about this interesting 
                             lady….  click here. 
                              

                                Bits and Pieces of our Rich Local History 
                        Might you be interested in Canada Railway History?   Railway stations in 
                        our local area stand out amongst all other  surrounding structures. 
                        There is something about these historic, beautiful buildings that  
                        command our attention.  As you drive along highway 26, you can’t help 
but pause and reflect on the station in Craigleith.  When visiting Collingwood and 
other nearby towns it is difficult not to think back on days gone by.  Learn more…. 
 

 

 

 
 

Submitted by 
Murray Lamont 

 

It takes a fast mouse for  
this one. Click on the 
groundhog to start  
the game. 

                                                   Here are some “huge” facts about Canada at 9,984,670 sq km and comprised of 6 time 
                                                  zones (Pacific Time, Mountain Time, Central Time, Eastern Time, Atlantic Time, and  
                                                   Newfoundland Time). 
                                        Canada is also home to the longest street in the world. Yonge Street in Ontario starts at Lake 
                     Ontario, and runs north through Ontario to the Minnesota border, a distance of almost 2000 kilometres. 
         While we’re talking ‘longest’, here’s another record: Canada has the world’s longest coastline at 202,080 km. 
And for a largest, Manitou Lake on Manitoulin Island in Lake Huron is the world’s largest lake within a lake. 
 

http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/BVP%20Activities.htm
mailto:beavervalleyprobus@beavervalleyprobus.com
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/Newsletters/Feb_2013/ActivityGroupsDiary.pdf
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/Newsletters/Feb_2013/WhyComputer.pdf
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/Newsletters/Feb_2013/Roads(not)Taken.pdf
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/Newsletters/Feb_2013/CanadaRailwayHistory.pdf
http://www.cci-ammunition.com/game/default.htm
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Upcoming Club Events    

details               

Aug. 14, 2013  @ 2p.m.- Johnny and June, a Tribute, King’s Wharf Theatre in Penetang - contact Vicki Kellar 
October 1 Fiddler on the Roof at the Festival Theatre in Stratford – check the details - contact Stella Zahradnik 

 

President’s Message 
by Vicki Kellar 

This is my last message as the Beaver Valley 
Probus Club President. I’ve enjoyed this year, with 
new experiences, meeting many of our very 
interesting members and finding out more about 
our Activity Groups. 

 

As the largest Probus Club in Canada there are so many Club 
activities in which we can participate. The dining out opportunities 
are extensive and varied (Singles Fare, Gourmet – Not Really, 
Dining Around Town etc.) and many chances to get outdoors with 
hiking, cycling, pole walking, painting, canoeing, gardening and 
skiing.  Inside camaraderie includes Stitch and Bitch, Book Clubs, 
Computer, Woodworking, Euchre and Scrabble.  It’s hard to review 
all of our approximately 30 club sanctioned groups in one article 
but I find it wonderful that our Club is sponsoring such a wide 
variety of activities. This year also saw the start up of 3 new 
activity groups by club members. I particularly want to thank all 
the volunteers who co-ordinate all these groups.  Without them 
our diversity of fun opportunities wouldn’t exist. 
 

Our Summer Picnic returned in June, at Rice’s Pond, in addition to 
the annual Golf tournament and a new Golf Putting event at 
Georgian Manor.  Some of our members experienced planned 
theatre events (Pirates of Penzance and the Million Dollar Quartet) 
and dairy farm, garden & brewery tours. Of course we also 
enjoyed good food, entertainment, prizes and best of all, 
fellowship, at our Christmas Brunch. Thank you so much to our 
Social Director, Stella, and the many coordinators and members 
who planned and organized all these special events. 
 

Some of our volunteers have been working on behalf of the Club 
since its founding 12 years ago and are ready to ‘retire’ and hand 
over their position functions. It would take a book to review all the 
efforts put forward for the BVPC and I sincerely appreciate all the 
time and dedication shown by these individuals and the assistance 
and guidance they provided to me this year. I am confident that 
current and new members will now step up to participate actively 
to ensure the continuation of our Club groups, events and 
management. The monthly newsletter, now on-line for over a 
year, has been a super vehicle to share our updates, local history, 
and member’s stories and to be entertained. Please keep up the 
flow of articles to our new editor and again many thanks to Sharon 
and Seija in particular for their long term dedication. 
 

Just a reminder that our Activity Fair in March will give you the 
opportunity to find out about all our groups and to participate 
fully in the BVPC. 
 
 

Thank you all for a great year and looking forward to seeing 
you at the February Annual General Meeting and our 
meetings and events.     Best Regards, Vicki                                                                                                    

PS: Happy Valentine’s Day       
                     

 
 

The Master Gardener’s Corner 
 

Things to do in your garden each month taken from the 
Ontario Master Gardener Calendar by John Hethrington, 
Past President, Master Gardeners of Ontario. For more 
information, or your copy of the 11” x 17” calendar of the 
full year’s tips for a $1 contribution to Master Gardeners, 
call John. 
 

Things to do in your garden in - February 

 Start propagating stem cuttings of geraniums, 

fuchsias, etc. 

 Plant slow germinating seeds like impatiens, 

peppers, eggplants, etc. 

 Prune shade and fruit trees. Leave trees that 

“bleed” like maples and birch until after they have 

leaves. 

 Visit local nursery greenhouses to smell the coming 

spring. 

 Check date for annual garden shows.  

 

Spring Cleaning? 
 

 
 

Overhaul your linen cupboard, store bed linen sets inside 
one of their own pillowcases and there will be no more 
hunting through piles for a match.   

How neat is this! 
 

http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/Annual%20Events/Theatre.htm
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Support Group 
Convenor: Carol Hethrington 

 

As we approach another Probus AGM, I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank all the members of this 
group for their conscientious concern and attention 
during the past year.  Since its inception, Beaver Valley 
Probus has become very large, and let’s face it - all of 
us are ten years older!   It is terribly important that we 
keep a benevolent eye on one another, to make sure 
that no one is experiencing difficulties on their own. 
 

Be sure to report any incidents of illness, accident or 
family loss affecting our members.  Look for the 
monthly Support Group contact person in the 
Grapevine.  And if you have free time, let the Support 
Group know that you are available to help out with 
sending cards, emergency shopping, cheerful visits, or 
a sympathetic ear. 
 

The January Support Group contact is Louise Lamont, 
and Phyllis Thomas will be the contact in February.  
 

And for goodness sake, everyone, watch your footing 
on the ice and slushy sidewalks! 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Activity Group Update 
Some interesting “links” related to healthy aging has been added to our Club’s website.  If you know of other websites that would 
be of benefit to our members, please send them on to the webmaster.  To look at these now click here.   
Photos have been added to the Tennis Table section of the website…..click here.        
 

Here are some upcoming trips from your Travel Team:  NEWFOUNDLAND/LABRADOR TOUR – July 7-20, 2013 is now in place. The 
tour will be limited to 25 people. If you did not sign up to show your interest at our January meeting please contact Brenda Ratkay 
for an itinerary and registration form. This one will fill up quickly.  CROATIA/SLOVENIA TOUR – Sept. 17 – Oct. 2, 2013 – Again, 
please contact Brenda Ratkay to obtain an itinerary & registration form. There is already much interest in this one as well.  THE 
RHINE RIVER BOAT CRUISE – This will take place in the fall of 2014 and is presently being put together. Information will be 
announced as soon as it is available. Happy journeys! 
 

On January 9, 26 members enjoyed an evening of great dining at Simplicity Bistro in Thornbury. We dined on trout, grilled chicken 
and short ribs. This has become a favourite with our regulars. On March 13 we will be going to the Crystal Buffet in Collingwood. 
Some of our members have been giving us positive feedback and if you like a LOT of Chinese goodies this is the place to come. The 
co-ordinator for this event will be Joan Uglow. 

                                                     
Membership – David & Margaret Morgan 

At January 31, 2013 our membership numbered 548. Of that 
number, 496 have renewed their membership and of those 
renewing 134 are charter members (2001) when our membership 
was 339.  For the 2013-14 year the membership numbers 563 
including 67 newcomers.  We welcome the following new 
members (identify them by a green ‘smiley’ on their Probus name 
badges): 

 
From Clarksburg 

Larry & Barbara Hall 
Lynne Hamilton 

Glenn & Kim Lowes 
Bob & Anne Luton 

Chris & Maggie Maby 
Kathy O’Malley 

Robert Reid 
Bill & Denise Remus 

Conny Ross 
 

From Meaford 
Barry & Bonnie Altman 

Cam & Donna Cleary 
Robert & Sharon Fitz-James 

Nora Grey 
Carol Griffiths 

Jeanette Mount 
Larry Rudyk 

Ed Seidle 
Clive & Eunice Van Wert 

Al Wilcox 
 

From Toronto 
Chris Green 
David Parry 

Bill & Maggie Perkins 
 

From Blue Mountains 
Maureen & George Potton 

Roy Riddell 
Kathy & David Thompstone 

 

From Thornbury 
Shirley Andrusiak 

Sarah Bedard 
Blair & Linda Campbell 

Claudette Coburn 
Donald & Denese DeGrandis 

Audie de Watteville 
Peter & Elske Edwards 

Wayne & Andrea Frewin 
Joan & Bob Lowndes 

Dennis & Annie Marsell 
Dianne Nixon 

John & Valya Orr 
Grant & Ann Parsons 

Ann Richards 
Chuck Reynolds 

Martin & Catherine Sinclair 
Jo-Ann Sublett 

Carol Warren-Whelan 
Carolyne Wedgbury 

 

From Waterloo 
Frank & Nancy Mensink 

 

In Memoriam 
Submitted by Seija Wolf 

On January 19th we lost one of our founding members, 
Brian Richmond. 
                                                                                                                                                                                   
He will be sadly missed among the Euchre and Cue 
Sports Groups; as well he will be missed as one of the 
gurus in the Computer Group. 
 

Our condolences go to Ingrid and their families.  
 

http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/Websites.htm
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/TableTennis1.htm
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submitted by Sharon Black  

Click here  
 
 

The Last Word 
submitted by John Berrington 

You must give some time to your fellow men.  Even if it's a little thing, do something for others, something for which 
you get no pay but the privilege of doing it…..Albert Schweitzer 

 

Newspaper Team 
Editor 

Sharon Black 
Reporter 
Seija Wolf  

Distribution 
Seija Wolf 

Website Maintenance 
Sharon Black  

Technical Advisor 
Al Black 

AGM Entertainment 
On the afternoon of February 26th, our entertainment at our AGM will be 
provided by Vickie van Dyke, Canada's Premier Female Voice Talent. She will 
be accompanied by Melri Wright playing the keyboards. Both have recently 
performed at Meaford Hall. 
 

Photos and detailed bio can be found on the website 
www.vickievandyke.com. 

Look forward to seeing you at our  

Annual General Meeting on February 26th. 

We start with a free lunch at 12:45– 1:15  
for those who registered with Stella Zahradnik by Feb. 19th   

followed by “O Canada”. 
Musical entertainment concludes the meeting. 

As you know, I am retiring as Grapevine Editor.  I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank all who submitted articles, 
quick tips, suggested websites, etc.   It is your participation 
that has made the Grapevine so successful.  David Morgan 
will be our new Editor for 2013.  I would encourage all Club 
Members to submit not only articles but also suggestions 
for content you would like to see included  
in the Grapevine.   It is YOU who will keep  
our Grapevine alive and vibrant, so why not  
get involved?             

Best regards, Sharon. 
 

http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/Newsletters/Feb_2013/FebruaryQuiz.pdf
http://www.vickievandyke.com/

