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Current Activities 
by Convener Kathie O’Malley 

(Details) 
Backroads Cycling 

Birding 
Book Club Chapter One 
Book Club Chapter Two 

Book Club Chapter Three 
Book Club Chapter Four 

Book Exchange 
BVP Computer Group 

Canoe / Kayak 
Casual Dining 

Chess 
Cooking Together 

Cue Sports 
Digital Photography 
Dining Around Town 

Dining with Flair 
Euchre 

Gardening 
Golf 

Hiking 
Marsh Street Painters 
Nordic Pole Walking 
Recreational Cycling 

Scrabble 
Singles Gourmet 

Ski Legends 
Snowshoeing 
Stitch & Bitch 

Support Group 
Travel Group 

Activity groups are self sustained. 
Participate – Volunteer 

but above all - have fun and enjoy 

 
 
 “Please be advised that all 

events and activities of the 
Beaver Valley Probus Club 

are organized for the 
benefit and enjoyment of its 
Members. Individuals who 
participate do so at their 

own risk and are 
responsible for their own 

safety”. 

 

 

Probus Inter-club Bridge 
 

The first Probus Inter-club Bridge event was held on Friday May 6 at St. George’s 
Anglican Church in Clarksburg. We had eight Teams-of-four, drawn from local 
Probus Clubs.  There were three Teams from Collingwood By the Bay Ladies, two 
from Grey Highlands Mixed, one from Blue Mountains Men’s and two from Beaver 
Valley, the host Club. 
The winning Team, from By the Bay Ladies, consisted of Joyce Ballagh, Sue 
Mason, Jane Walcroft and Sheena Liikson. Placing second was the Beaver Valley 
team made up of Bill and Carol Stratton, Denyse Ardiel and guest Sandra 
Chiarandini. 
All had a good time, including a nice lunch prepared by the St. George’s ACW 
ladies, and some bridge-themed draw prizes. We expect this to become an 
annual event, and to grow to include more teams drawn from more Clubs. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ron Hartlen 

 

The young, dynamic Chris O’Connor from The Collingwood 
Brewery had beer drinkers and non-imbibers alike 
enthralled with the information on the burgeoning craft beer 
phenomenon in Ontario. The purity of our great Georgian 
Bay water is a huge selling point. 
 
Before our last meeting of the season in June, members 

will have begun paddling the Beaver River, golfed in our annual 
tournament, and attended a Blue Jays game with the Collingwood Probus 
club. 
 
Tickets will continue to be sold for our annual July Rice Pond Picnic and 
Mini-Putt Tournament in September. HEADS UP for details of our 15th 
Anniversary Celebration at our October meeting. 
 
 
 

 
 

Joyce’s Team 

 
 

Denyse’s Team 

mailto:beavervalleyprobus@beavervalleyprobus.com
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/
http://www.beavervalleyprobus.com/club-activities.cfm


 

  COMING EVENTS 

Stratford 
Come and enjoy “Shakespeare in Love” at the Avon Theatre in Stratford on Thurs Oct 13, 2016, 2:00pm matinee. 
“A young playwright named Will Shakespeare comes down with writer’s block – until he finds a muse.  Art mirrors life 
in a hilarious and passionate tale of romance and backstage fun.” 
Ticket cost is $111.00 which includes theatre, bus and lunch at Anna Mae’s in Millbank.  This event is sold out, but a 
waiting list has been started. 

 

Activity Group Update 

BOOK EXCHANGE: Bring a Book, Take a Book 

The book exchange is open to all Probus members. No sign up is required. Just remember to bring a book.  Please 

make sure that the book you bring is in good condition and current (copyright from 2000 on).  The book exchange is 

located at the back of the meeting room. 

See you at the next meeting. 

Nancy Hart 

TRAVEL: Ireland, 15 days, many inclusions as well as airflight, 03 May 2017. There seems to be great interest - 

Ludwig and I handed out many flyers to interested persons at the Probus meeting. We need 24 to 30 people to make 

this happen. Probus members, friends, relatives-lets get our numbers up. We hope to collect deposits late Sept 

(refundable until Jan) in order to block space. This trip ran in 2008 with about 30 people and it is a wonderful, fun, 

relaxing tour of the entire country. To sign up, contact Ludwig Schindler or Gloria Thompson.                

   Gloria Thompson 

SINGLES GOURMET: The final event for the year is the BBQ on June 19th at 4pm.  Sally Tuck has kindly offered us 
the use of her large property for the entire group. 
Why did the cows return to the marijuana field?  It was the pot calling the cattle back! 

   Gloria Thompson 

GOLF:  We are having our annual golf tournament June 20th, 2016 at Shelburne Golf Club. The cost is $67 each for 

18 holes, mixed best ball, which includes coffee and muffins etc. before tee off at 8:45. After the game there will be a 

great lunch and prizes. We have over 40 signed up already. 

Any questions please email or call Garry Lamont. 
 

CASUAL DINING: The Casual Diners meet on the second Thursday of each month at members’ homes.  May’s 31 
diners were hosted at the abodes of the Hawkins, Kaesermanns, Kelleys, and Lowndes. 

Marge and Dave Allin 

CYCLING: The Recreational Cycling group is busy cycling! Even though we had to postpone our initial meet and ride 

from Apr. 25  to May 9, the  weather man has cooperated nicely with us - giving us beautiful weather for a last 

minute decision to cycle around Thornbury on May 2, our meet and greet in Meaford on May 9, another tour around 

Thornbury on May 16, a Victoria Day ride along the trail to Georgian Peaks, and finally a longer ride to Stayner on 

May 30.  On all the rides, cyclists had options as to how far they wished to ride. Furthermore, from June 13-15 there 

is a group going to Niagara-on-the-Lake to enjoy their trails and wine! 

Looking forward to a long season (’til November 16 as last year??) with pleasant weather.  

                               Janet, Elsbeth, Ingrid 
 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

  

Annual Probus Picnic and Bocce Tournament 

Our annual picnic will be held on Tues July 12 as well as our bocce tournament at Rice’s Pond located on 10th line, 

fire no. 416266.  Directions via County Rd 13 south from Thornbury, turn left onto 10 Line (signs for Redwing) 

destination on right; via Grey Rd 2 south from Thornbury, turn right onto Sideroad 21, turn left onto 10 Line, 

destination right; From Ravenna, head west on Grey Rd 119 toward 10 Line, turn right onto 10 Line, destination will 

be on the left. 

Bocce participants are to assemble at 2:30pm for a 3:00pm start.  Dinner will begin at 5:30 and will be catered by 

Men with Knives.  The menu will be buffet style (includes caesar salad, green bean & wheatberry salad, grilled 

vegetable platter with feta, balsamic, sausage on a bun, chicken/bun.  Beverages are not included, so please bring 

your own.  Be sure to bring a lawn chair – there are some picnic tables available but you may want to bring your 

own table.  The cost is $21 per person for members, guests are welcome at $26.00.  Tickets are still 

available.  CHEQUES ONLY.   

Bocce Details: 

Team Registration will be finalized and interested individuals added at the June 28th Probus meeting, in preparation 

for "Bocce at the Picnic" on July 12th. 

On July 12th players should arrive at 2:30pm for a 3:00pm game start. 

 

Team Captains please "check in" when all your players have arrived. You will be given your field assignment for the 

3 games, then go to your first field for the 3:00pm start.  

The referee will tell you the colour of the balls you will use and start when all 4 teams are in place and have heard 

the court rules.  

 

The treasured BV Probus Bocce Cup and prize presentation will follow the last game and any necessary tie 

breakers. 

We are planning for a lovely sunny day with great court conditions. Enjoy and have a great picnic! 

Dave Perham & Ken Kelley 

 

POTTERY: The club is in its second month. Classes in May included sushi dishes and Udu Drums. The May class 
participants are on to another project. Pictures will be on our website after 20 June. 
 
We have pottery classes in June. One class, bowl making, is full, but the sushi dish class has an opening. The class 
will be on Thursdays at 2:00 pm - 4:00. Come join in the fun and get dirty. July and August we will be having 
sculpture classes. Dates and times to be determined. If you are interested, please let me know right away. 
 

   Pam Hawkins 

HIKING: On a sunny May 12 the Hiking Group enjoyed its first hike of the season, to the Kolapore area, traditionally 

our first hike. The 15 hikers started at the Kolapore Uplands skier’s parking lot and headed north to take the Bruce 

Trail into the woods towards Metcalf Rock.  Not planning on reaching the rock this time, 2 km in, after we stopped 

for a picture along an old rock fence, we did some ‘bushwhacking’ to the south. After 300 metres through the 

underbrush we reached the Kolapore Church Trail. 

Along the return trip the white Trilliums were just starting to bloom and we spotted red trilliums, lots of yellow trout 

lilies and many wild leeks. To celebrate our first hike we enjoyed some of the very rare Vicki’s homemade cookies 

at our impromptu tailgate finale. Thanks to Kathy Thompstone, Wendy Fifield, Terry Kellar and Jim Couse for the 

pre-hike assistance.  For pictures of the hike, see ‘View our latest photos’ at www.beavervalleyprobus.com 

   Vicki Kellar 

 



       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                

 

Grapevine Team 

Editor 
Chris Rickard 

Reporters 
Opportunities for you!  

Distribution 
Barb Thompson 

Website Maintenance 
Barb Thompson  
Cheryl Besley 

Technical Advisor 
Mike Seagram 

 

The Last Word 
Submitted by Past President Howard Kitchen 

Your mind is a garden. 

Your thoughts are the seeds 

The harvest can be either flowers or weeds! 

Unknown 

 

Support Group 

Do you know of a member who needs encouragement to get through a 
difficult period? 

Please do not hesitate to call Sandy Macaulay who is the contact for June 
or any one of the Management team. 
The July contact is Barb Thompson 

Carol Hethrington, coordinator 

 

. 
. 

 

  

  

  

 

Our Speaker for June 
 

Jack Hirsh is a Canadian clinician and scientist, specializing in anticoagulant therapy. 
 
Jack was born in Australia and is a graduate of the University of Melbourne Medical School.  Associated now with 
McMaster University in Hamilton, his research has focused on “Preventing  Stroke, Heart and Fatal Pulmonary 
Embolisms with Blood Thinners”. 
 
We look forward to his presentation. 

 
 

 

Putting and Lunch Tuesday, September 13  Georgian Bay Hotel & Conference Centre 
 

Putting will commence at 11:00am, followed by lunch and prizes, $30.00 all inclusive (Cash Bar) Sign up sheets will 

be available at our May meeting. 

Help Wanted 
 
Your Beaver Valley Probus Club communications team is looking for help.  There are 2 specific areas that need 
assistance. 
  
First we need an associate newsletter editor who would be willing to work with Chris Rickard and share the 
preparing and uploading of 9 issues per year. 
 
Secondly we are looking for someone who would be willing to take a turn at manning the computer at Probus 
meetings, working with the technical advisor to set up the video and sound system. 
Both positions require some computer skill but mostly a willingness to learn. 
If you are able to help in either capacity please contact Barb Thompson. 
 

Summer meetings 
 

Regular Probus meetings are not held in July or August. We will send out a notice to announce the September 
meeting. There will also not be a newsletter in July or August but members will be notified by email of any important 
news. 

  Barb Thompson 
 

For Sale 
Vilas dining set, rock maple.  45” round, with drop sides, 2 additional leaves 10” each.  6 chairs, one of which is a 
captain’s chair.  $400  Call Sylvia (519)599-6065.  NB Picture will be on our website after 20 June. 
 


